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IA AND SRILANKA RELATION; THROUGH THE LENS OF
CULTURAL DIPLOMACY

Siuli Mukherjee

I

ja ar nd Srilanka, the two countries of South Asia have nurtured a connection over
. They are tied by historical, geographlcal cultural, religious and economical threads
’ve helped the relationship to prosper and flourish. There had been times and areas of
ion as well as convulsions but the leadershlp of both the countries had been able to
balance over situations. Cultural Diplomacy has been a significant arm of foreign
 well as public diplomacy and this ‘soft power” device had been used by our political
p and policy makers in dxverse ways. It is a mechanism by virtue of which an
e and impact can be created in the minds of the people of other country. This can be
by exchange of ideas, 1nformat10n language culture, understanding and collaboration
1 €& h other. This in the long run creates faith, dependence and boost up the confidence
€ach other. They improve their perception and built a broader suppon for greater
dlomic and political goals. According to J oseph Nye, the person who coined the term, ‘soft
e is the ability to influence others to get the results one wants through ‘attraction’ rather
Dercion’ or ‘payment’. If a country has substantial soft power, its actions will be seen
R legltlmate and it will be likely to encounter less resistance from others. This form of
is becoming increasingly 1mportant in the post-Cold War era. ! Precisely, it
Bplements the issue of national interest. Cultural Diplomacy had been a positive factor
€ has helped to foster a synergic effect in the relationship between India and Srilanka.
SSuccessive political leadership of our country has continued with these measures.
Yever, the present Prime Minister of our country Sri Narendra Modi had piloted his
iral Diplomacy to a great height. He has aimed at a quantum jump in the partnership
nlanka across all different fields. The aim of this paper is to investigate the role of
al factors in evolving a close friendship between the two South Asian neighbours with
o hasm on the Cultural Diplomacy promoted under Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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