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cal discipline.” (Propp, 88)
ssing the theory and history of foly
0

«Folklote is an ideolog!

Vladimir Propp, discu

a position to folklore, making it an area of knowledge, or Whatl(;rc, .
believes as “the populnr-scicntiﬁc study of one’s nnti\./e country” (Pm]_’P’ 8.7), but also in i da;:p
makes folklore intellective in natute while at the same time imaginative. If ot 3&;
er, then folklore corresponds to a genre to be explored through education and i, Iﬂs. |
of knowledge; but if it is also imaginative, then the area becomes Ptoblcﬁ
ve in nature; it alters, vaties, recreates and thus changeability is cssentialuf
imagination. Therefore, the idea of a system of knowledge that Prfisupposes structute and meﬂmi
that is variable. To accept this proposition is to reiterate yy

contradicts with the imaginative nature
ned that folklore is always in flux. It is altered, redefined, recreated both histoicaly y |
(depending on the socio-cultural context) to cater to the demands of the nagy

scholars have retorted that folklore is a ‘living antiquity’, this oxymoron it
d natute of folklore — a genre which had its emergence in the ot
ut has been revisited through ages and continuously redesigned

st to the different ages.

The above quoted statement by

significant. Tt not only designates

‘idcological’,
accept the form
enriching the body

Imnginmjon is relati

Propp has opi

well as momentarily
country. Although many
speaks volumes of the altere
mythological traditions of the past b

linguistically and musically to adopt and adaj
re of folklore, the primary task is to define the genre. Propp states that
for a ‘specific’ concept, whereas German gaffung i

¢ is understood ‘by the entite poetic systen
rm that, 0 |

To go deeper into the natu
in Russian literary scholarship, ‘genre’ stands
synonymous to the Latin genus. In literary criticism,
(Propp, 123). The ‘poetics’ of folklore are the laws an
quote Proppagain, is ‘verbal’ in nature. The essential propetty o
or mythical stories which were orally transmitted through genera
different folk forms — song, dance, poetry (literature), theatre. Thus,
nature. A.gnin, the inventory of folklore depends on the application as well as perfor
i[;fct;ccn;;ozvfor hianrvest ‘will diff-cr from the one for sea voyage, or a 'boatman’s S.Oﬂg 2 el
a e e \Y obviously differ from the devotee’s earnest musical expression for the dt.:‘.]o ut ! {
;i‘:’:}‘i’;)- TTle differences in these presentations are not only on the basis of the aP.P.licablhty’ nu
on the aitri:no;h:]: mode of performance. This mode of performance can further be divide dqz: obe |
used in case of a :si)lrl);r(f)-(:rtrl:l:r;z:ltg(l;s Iz:)ulsjt Corre-s_pon-d to,die Geedton, e muSica]i:?cJS:ut::f;
which plays a pivotal role. One import N case.of aphis A O CXPOSh t c’oﬂStltu ”
performers. The Oxford dictionar de f_ﬂnt atea of concern is the class of people th? chaic ™ f
being ‘tribe’. The word now is of; i the. word ‘folk” as people in gcncral, the 2 from 4
en used to designate the peasantry, the downtrodde

opl¢ i
lower stra e )
ata of the society
ety. To quote Proppyet again, “Folklore is the art of the opP

(Propp, 88) resst dﬂssc;‘w
3 seems q , g .
patlance, Fpro ‘folk now = 0§ d

genr
d properties of this art form, an art fo
f folklore is its orality. Oral narratives
tions, found their expression@

the exposition to0 js varied 0
mance. A ol

riate keeping i :
Intcresting to rI:Ote f o -m mind the derogatory meaning the word
, folklore is understood, according to the dictionary, 5
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