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securalism in the Light of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru:
' An Enquiry

Siuli Mukherjee*

1

lly, the word ‘secularism’ means the complete separation of

ligious institutions. However, the concept of secularism as
stern society is different from each other.

d in the intellectual minds of the Greek

god Roman philosophers like Epicureans, Denis Diderot, Voltaire, Thomas
paine and others. It was conceived In the sense that there would be no official
religion of the state. On the other hand, in non- western countries like India,

secularism assures that the state will not endorse any religion officially but will
extend support t0 all religion equally. In this light, the aim of the article is to
enquire Pandit J awaharlal Nehru’s take on religion.

t Prime Minister of independent

Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-1964), the firs .
dia. Stalin called him

Indiz was virtually one of the makers of Modern In n
Lai called him as “A great gentleman .

“The Man of Peace’. Even Cho -
Rabindra Nath Tagore, 100 testi i . ht forwardness when he said:
“He never sought shy of truth when it was dangerous ;81; (;na;igg;lhlz::lci; :;ﬁl;
fals 1 ient. Jayapalan, ,p200).

Smed e e O+ no(t a blind follower of the leader, but

baptized by Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru was 4itfit. (Chakrabarty,
redefined the nationalist ideology as and W d his. liberalism was
. lism. While

2009, p122). He was a great belie ;
noteworthy in the reflection of his 1 f sec_ularlsm an
Gandhiji’s secularism Wa
religious communities bas
J. Nehru’s secularism was

tinged with a progressive vie

Erymologica

State and the ¢
conceived in the western and non-we

In the West, Secularism was nurture

liti
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