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Puritanism, Anne Hutchinsop and
Hawthorne's The Scarfet Letter

Dr. Tania Chakravertty

wueh ofthe American character inits foundational years was formedin the crucible of
eo

tanis™ The Purit?ns who arrived in America after 1620 primarily had two
notivations; one wa!s«fllght a.md the other was a Positive mission. Fleeing from religioys
appression by the High A.ngllc?ns under Archbishop Laud, driven by the corrupt English
surch, the Puritans having discovered a new paradise, wanted to weave new biblical
nythsinto the new found land. They thought of themselves as god's chosen people
feeing from oppression in Egyptto a new Canaan. Nandana Dutta states: ’

Having left England and Europe because of religious persecution, the
puritans were also keen to practise their religion without the constraints
puton Protestants by the Catholic Church. Religion indeed was the most
important factor in their lives and all the characteristic ways in which
they lived and thought in the new land derived from their absorption in
ideas of the individual's relationship with God especially, their obsession
with sin, divine retribution, God's grace for the elect and redemption
(Dutta, 2016, p.65).

In terms of doctrines, Puritanism was rather similar to other theologies during the
Reformation but as Susan Manning points out, “its distinctivenesslay in the rigour with
Which it applied its principles to life, the strong codifying impulse which tended to
"esolve any complex or ambivalent position into a simpler polarized one” (Manning,
1955, P4). Puritans were obsessed and horrified with the idea ofthe '!:all' and felt t:a:
Mans were righteously damned. Coupled with this was another belu?f, that Goc: t;e
*ected some for salvation through grace. The fate of the Elect, I|'ke tha.t 0 o
Reprobate orthe damned, was also fixed and unalterable. Susan M_a.nnlngtﬁzlgf:aries

e? "orld for them was structured as a series of dramatic OPF’OS"""b"St'e ith and

" ‘good ang evil, man and God, the Elect and the Reprobat®

W() n

X ks (Manning, 1995, p. 5). ch, lack of
. : arch,

Dros:;ltg of the period being one of subjection under the Eng-"Shmna‘Zre‘ monarchy a
Mity ang the constant establishment of colonies in America
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