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EDITORIAL

Itis a matter of pride to bring out yet anothér issue, Volume 5 of IMPACT, the
Journal of the Research Committee, Shri Shikshayatan College. With great
enthusiasm, Departmental Heads handed over composite research papers written
by our students and articles based on the best Students’ Research Projscts. This
year IMPACT once again covers a broad range of topics. Students of the
Department of Bengali have attempted to contextualize selected works of Tagore
while those belonging to the Post Graduate Department of English have studied
the effect of psychology on the development of a certain genre of literature. 2018
marked the Armistice that that ended fighting on land, sea and air in the First
World War and students of the Undergraduate Department of English paid a
tribute to the soldiers and martyrs with an article on War Poetry. Researchers of
the Department of Economics made an analysis of a very conterporary and
pertinent issue, the inflation and monetary policy in India. Students of the
Departments of Geography and Statistics collectively worked on temporal change
in the variation of air pollution focusing their research in our own city. Students of
the Department of Political Science made a survey on awareness about electoral
issues and the 'agenda of national political parties keeping in mind the then
imminent Lok Sabha Election.

¥ -bﬁ"
We hope that you appreciate the effort put in by our students. Thank you.

Chitrita Banerjee
Tania Chakravertty
(Convenors)
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AN ANALYSIS OF INFLATION AND MONETARY POLICY
IN INDIA : POST 2000 PERIOD

excerpts of Term Paper prepared by
Megha Shah [2014-17]; Economics Honours;
Calcutta University 1+ Class 1- Rank in B.Sc, Part 3 Honours Examination, 2017

Inflation refers to “a sustained increase in the general price level of goods and services in an
economy over a period of time.” Itleads to fallin the purchasing power of money. In India, inflation is a
major concern for policymakers since a substantial part of the labour force is employed in the
informal sector which does not receive any protection from its adverse effects. Also, given the wide
disparity between the rich and the poor, inflation acts as a “cruel tax”. The theoretical argument
behind this being that rich people can protect themselves from the harmful effects of inflation since

they have better access to various financial instruments but poor people, who hold most of their
wealth in the form of cash, suffer the most,

In the year 2002-2003, India witnessed inflation due to rise in oil prices, rise in prices of
agricultural products like oiiseeds and edible oils and rise in the expenditure of the government,
From the year 2006, inflation rose and crossed the 8% bar. During the year 2008-2009, inflation
further rose and crossed 8% bar. In 2008 and 2009, the inflation rates were 8.4% and 10.9%
respectively, Reasons behind high inflation during this period were rise in crude oil prices, reduction
in the rate of interest by the government, printing of new money and increase in prices of food
products. In 2009-10, the rise in inflation was mainly due to shortage of supply of food products
(cereals, pulses, wheat, and rice). In 2010-11, inflation occurred due to increase in demand for fruits
and vegetables and also due to rise in crude oil prices. These periods of high inflation have imposed

a severe burden on the purchasing power of common people in the country. Maonetary policy can be
used as an effective tool to curb inflation.

Monetary policy refers to “the policy of the Central Bank with regard to the use of instruments
under its control to achieve the goals specified in the Act”. in India, the responsibility of conducting
monetary policy is vested in the hands of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The primary objective of
RBtis to maintain price stability while keeping in mind the objective of growth. Majorinstruments that
are used by the RBI in the implementation of monetary policy are Repo Rate, Reverse Repo Rate,

Bank Rate, Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR), Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) and Open Market
Operations {OMOs),

This paper seeks to throw light on the importance of Monetary Policy of the RBI in controlling
inflation and the extent to which these policies are successfulin doing so.

The methodology adopted in this paper is empirical and to some extent descriptive. The trends
in inflation have been observed and a comparison is made between pre and post 2000 period. An
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empirical analysis has been carried out to study the relation between inflation and money supply for
the period 2012-20186.

Trends in Inflation:

Price stability is a necessary condition for maintaining economic stability. Fluctuations in prices
tend to bring about uncertainty which hampers development activity. India has been plagued by
inflation since 1950s. Beginning with the financial crisis of 1991, marked by deficits in government
finances and devaluation of rupee, Indian economy had been attacked by a high inflation rate of

13.9%. Irrespective of the fact that it was controlled later, average inflation had been recorded as .

9.3% per year till the end of 19th century.
The following table shows Average consumer prices since 1985:

Table 1: Inflation, average consumer prices

Year Inflation, average consumer prices
1985 5.556
1986 8.731
1987 8.799
1988 9.385
1989 6.169
1990 12.824
1991 13.482
1992 9.861
1993 7.283
1994 10.273
1995 9.962
1996 9.432
1997 6.842
1998 13.427
1999 3.425
2000 3.818
2001 4315
2002 3.975
2003 3.857
2004 3.831
2005 4.411

¢4 e

2006 6.945
2007 5.94
2008 9.193
2009 10.604
2010 9.534
2011 9.443
2012 10.249
2013 9.991
2014 5.993

Source: International Monetary Fund, World Economic Outlook Databasse, Aprit 2015
(http:/Awww.indexmundi.com/india/inflation_rate_(consumer_prices).html)
Graphical Representation:
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Figure 1: Trend in inflation since 1985

According to Economic survey, 2002-2003, “Adequate release of surplus stocks of foodgrains

helped in both keeping the inflation low and dampening the undercurrents of inflationary
expectation.” '

India witnessed a continuous stretch of inflation for five months, from June 2008 to October
2008. High global commodity prices was the main reason behind inflation during this period.
Inflation rates rose again from March 2010 to July 2010. This was caused by continuous drought. A
major concern was a sharp rise in food price inflation during the year 2010-2011. This is one of the

reasons why inflation in terms of CPI remained at very high levels. High inflation in terms of CPI hit
the consumers very hard.

In 2013, the RBI introduced the Consumer Price Index (CP!) in place of the Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) to monitor inflation. CPl is a highly volatile measure of inflation. Since Indian market is
itself a dynamic economy, it faces continuous fluctuations in the price level due to various exogenous

*i15¢




factors (such as infrastructural shortcomings, uneven monsoon experience, inadequate transport
facilities and high fiscal deficits).

The following table highlights post 2000 inflation rates as obtained from the World Bank
Database:

Table 2: Inflation (CP1%)

YEAR INFLATION (CPI) %
2000 4 .
2001 3.7
2002 44
2003 3.8
2004 3.8
2005 4.2
2006 6.1
2007 6.4
2008 84
2009 10.9
2010 12
2011 8.9
2012 9.3
2013 10.9
2014 6.4
2015 5.9

Source: World Bank database
(hitp://data.worldbank.org/indicator/ FP.CPI.TOTL.ZG?end=2015&start=1977 &view=chart)
Graphical Representation:
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Figure 2: Inflation rates In India (2000-2015)
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It is quite clear from the above diagram that the annual rate of inflation was around 5% during the
tenure of Tenth Plan (it was around 4% during the Ninth Plan too). However, we find acceleration in
inftation rate after 2007-2008.

Empirical Analysis:

A consumer price index (CPl} is used to measure changes in the price level of market basket of
consumer goods and services purchased by households. In India, RBI uses CPI (combined)
released by CSO for inflation purpose.

M3 (also known as broad money) is a measure of money supply. According to RBI's
definition,

M3= M1+ Time deposits with the banking system

Let us run a regression analysis to examine the relation between CPI* and M3*. M3" is taken as
the independent variable and CPI” as the dependent variable. Here,

CPI* =log.CPland M3" =log,M3

On the basis of OLS (Ordinary Least Square) estimation technique, we define the regression
equation as follows:

CPI’=g+BM3"+u
where, CPI* = log,CPl. and M3* = log.,M3, and u.is known as the disturbance term having well

behaved probabilistic properties and represents all those factors that affect CPI* but are not taken

into account. The slope coefficient, &, gives us the elasticity of CPl with respectto M3i.e. percentage
change in CPl for a given percentage change in M3.

We set the null hypothesis
H.: p=0
againstH,: >0
The following table gives the result of the regression analysis obtained by OLS method:
CPI MODEL: CPI*=f {(M3")
Table 3: Estimates of the effects of M3 on CPI (Jan; 2012-2013 to Dec, 2015-2016)

Coefficients Standard Error t Stat P-value
Intercept -0.762948737 0.08138985 -9.37400349 3.05191E-12
Slope 0.567052442 0.016359139 3466273171 1.28965E-34

R°=0.9631, adjusted R*=0.9623, Number of observations=48, F value= 1201.50497
Thus we get the regression equation as:

' 109, CPI, = -0.7629 + 0.5671 log, M3,

se  (0.0814) (0.0164)

t  (-9.3740) (34.6627)
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implying that the variables CPI* and M3* are positively related. Arise in M3 (money supply) will lead |
to a corresponding rise in CP! (inflation) and vice-versa. A basic economic logic is that a rise in

money supply (M3) will increase the amount of money in the hands of the people. This, in turn, will

lead to increase in demand for various goods, resulting in rise in prices. Hence, during periods of low
inflation, Quantitative Easing by the Central Bank will inject money into the economy and help in
increasing or moderating inflation rates. On the other hand, during high inflation, Central Bank
should stick to Tight Monetary Palicy which will reduce the supply of money in the economy thereby
facilitating lowering of the inflation rates. The F-value ensures that the model is statistically -

significant.
The results obtained show that the coefficient of determination, R’ is 0.9631 i.e. 96.31% of
change in CPlis due to change in M3. This suggests that CPl and M3 have a strong positive relation

between them. However, by plotting residuals u.against u,, we obtain a scatter plot as shown below:-
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Figure 3: Scatter plot for detection of auto correlation

From the above scatter plot, we observe that there is positive auto correlation presentin the data. In
the presence of auto correlation, the R? value would be lower than the one obtained above (0.9623).
Thus we can conclude that though money supply and inflation are positively related, they are not as
strongly related as shown by the model due to the presence of auto correlation. In this case,
existence of auto correlation can be attributed to the time series data where successive
observations are likely to be interdependent. Apart from this, there may be other factors fuelling
inflation such as rising wages, higher taxes, high inflation expectations, etc. which are not included

inthe model.

Monetary Policy of the RBI since 2000:
Some of the major monetary instruments used by the RB! to control inflation rates are:

1. CashReserve Ratio (CRR)
It refers to the share of netdemand and time liabilities that commercial banks must maintain as

cash balance with the RBI. Current rate: 4%

¢*15 ¢

2. Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR)
It refers tq thg share of net demand and time liabilities that commercial banks must maintain in
safe and liquid assets, such as government securities, cash and gold. Current rate: 20.50%
3. RepoRate
It refers to the interest rate at which the RBI provides short-term loans to banks against the
collateral of government and other approved securities. Current rate: 6.25%
4. Reverse RepoRate
I; ;zifersﬂts the interest r'atle :twkhiCh the RBI accepts short-term loans, generally on an overnight
S, mc i
B e Cumanme ST o gevemment and har approved
5. OpenMarket Operations {(OMOs)

This includes purchase and sale of governme i .
Iy 9 nt approved securities by the RBI in the open

Quring the 1980s, CRR was used extensively to restrict bank's lending capacity. H

fotllowing the recommendations of the Narasimham Committee, the RBI reduced bol:h C;.R dSLR
in a phased manner. In 2012, the effective SLR was brought down to 23%. The CRR w at[:d o
down to 4.5% in 2003. However, to check liquidity, the RBI raised the CRF\'. to 5% in MoaSh;so:sg Tr:

: }2:'.004‘ CRR was again .raised to 9% in 2008 when the annual rate of inflation was 8.4% (as shown in
. Figure 2). Thereafter, it was gradually reduced. The final reduction was made in 2013 when CRR

was brought down to 4%.

inﬂatli?ecently, the RBI has been increasingly focusing on repo rate and reverse repo rate to check
onary pressures in the country. During 2010-2011, when inflation rates had reached 12% (from

Figure 2), these rates were raised as man i
y as 13times. O
8.5% and reverse repo rate at7.5%. n October 25, 2011, repo rate was fixed at

InJ . - .

I o L:zsozgité,tig'n:SRBI dmtroduoed Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF). It basically operates via
and repo auctions. Reverse repo auctions refe

P | ietions: r to sale of government

QOV:r::es with the ‘p‘urpo"se of absorbing liquidity. On the other hand, repo auctions refer to buying of
mentsecurities with the purpose of injecting liquidity inthe economy.

n

ReViLeZ:l)r:dS. gﬂz:;?hneffger&or of the RB.I, Raghuram Rajan, appointed an ‘Expert Committee to
e RBeI- Tonetary Eolucy Framework’ under the Chairmanship of Urijit Patel,
B NN . The Cgmm!ﬂee brought forward the fact that at that juncture, the main
O amg down inflation. For this purpose, it proposed the adoption of Inflation
B ey Un?onetary strategy used by the RBI to keep inflation at check or bounded
(=" ponogah ; §|ng methods su<.:h as controlling the bank rate or repo rates, the RBI
(e inﬂationy'imcl‘:‘lt‘lmposes Penalty if the. target is not met. By facilitating a low expectation
L s o . ton targeting can help in achieving sustainable inflation rates. In 2015, an

igned by the RBI and the Government of India which emphasizes on making
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inflation targeting the official goal of the Centrai Bank. From 2016-2017, the targetrate hasbeen 4%  References:

with a band of +/- 2 per cent. @

There is an ongoing debate upon Inflation Targeting since the time it was first introduced in the
indian economy . As a part of this policy, the RBl increased the bank rate from 2.6% to 3.8% during
2012-13 taking inflation down to 7.5%. Again during the time period of 2013-15, the RBI continuously L
appreciated the bank rates to 6.7% and 8.9% taking inflation down to 5.9% in 201 3-14 and further
downin 2014-15. Thus, we can see that in spite of the debates, Inflation Targeting has proventobe a
successful tool till now. '

However, India is yet to develop skills to forecast inflation in order to target it. Countries which
are following Inflation Targeting, such as Canada, UK, New Zealand, use sophisticated models to
forecast inflation. Similarly, there is a need to forecast output gap. Another complexity arises in
identifying the target inflation number. Also, it must be ascertained as to which of the price indices
should be used to targetinflation.

In a developing country like India, focus of the RBI should be on promoting price stability, growth,
employment, equity and social justice and alsoon promoting new monetary and financial institutions.
The RBI has been doing this all along until when the Patel Committee recommended focusing only o
on Inflation Targeting as the sole objective. By moving away from a multiple target-multiple
instrument approach to a narrow approach, there is a growing concern whether such targeting will
help controtinfiation. °®

Conclusion
Many economists believe that a certain rate of inflation is required to sustain growth. The main

challenge before the RBI is to attain this minimum required rate. On analyzing the data mentioned @
above, the paper comes to the conclusion that the CRR-REPO mechanism adopted by the RBI has
been able to reduce inflation but not to the desired level. Since there is a positive relation between @
money supply and inflation, the RBI can play a powerful role in controlling inflation but monetary
policy is not enough to fight inflation alone. Suitable fiscal policy should be carried out side by side!
with the monetary policy to achieve desired results. In order to increase the power of the RBI, it isl@
necessary to enhance financial inclusion among the people by strengthening their confidence.

The RBI has restricted its focus on the demand end of inflation by simply lowering moneéy and
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Appendix

credit in the market, ignoring the supply side. When supply hottlenecks are removed by\The table below shows monthly data on CPI* and M3* for the years 2012-1 |
infrastructural development, planning, large-scale investments, etc., supply will increase and prices/has been used to carry out the empirical analysis in the |:>r=\1::ery ) 713 {0 207518 which

will inevitably fafl, thereby contralling inflation. The role of the RBI! in strengthening the supply sidei-
becomes extremely important. Conventional measures (such as raising the repo and reverse repo
rates) to bring down demand is not the only solution. Thus, the RB! will have to effectively combing
traditional measures along with other premium solutions so as to achieve the minimum necessary,
rate of inflation. Analytical work on Inflation Targeting needs to be continued. The experience of othel
countries, especially developing countries, should be studied carefully.
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Monthly data on CPI* and M3* (Jan, 2012-2013 to Dec, 2015-2016)

YEAR MONTH M3~ CPI*
2012-2013 JAN 4.909331068 | 2.021602716
FEB 4.912439043 | 2.02489596
MAR 4923752592 | 2.025715384
*21 ¢




MAR 5.06511698 | 2.100370545
APR 5.030675282 | 2.08170727
MAY 5.034147258 | 2.084933575
JUNE 5.03387125 | 2.089905111
JULY 5037719926 | 2.0923697
AUG 5.040583631 | 2.096214585
SEP 5.04100773 | 2.098297536
OCT 5.049110328 | 2,100715087
NOV 5.05018399 | 2.102433706
DEC 5.053153228 | 2.100715087

Source: Handbpok of Statistics on Indian Economy

RESIDUAL OUTPUT

Table showing the value of residuals y,and u,,

Observation | Predicted Y | Residuals(u,} u,

1 2.020899432 | 0.000703285 | 0.002234144
2 2.022661816 | 0.002234144 | -0.003361807
3 2.029077191 | -0.003361807 | -0.012167545
4 2.002506399 | -0.012167545 | -0.010696901
5 2.004573816 | -0.010696901 | -0.010609014
6 2.009739555 | -0.010609014 | -0.005319625
7 2.010070781 | -0.005319625 | -0.002237234
8 2.01168813 | -0.002237234 | 0000766624
9 2.011648751 | 0.000766624 | 0.000583024
10 2.014776732 | 0.000583024 | 0.001134793
11 2.017149516 | 0.001134793 | 0.001137214
12 2.01839447 | 0.001137214 | 0.001045938
113 2.054332394 | 0.001045938 | -0.000746999
14 2.056125331 | -0.000746999 | -0.002465767
15 2.06013187 | -0.002465767 | -0.004209974
16 2.032374393 | -0.004209974 | -0.00455353
17 2.035961994 | -0.00455353 |-0.000543312
18 2.039163474 | -0.000543312 | 0.006373701
19 2.038949277 | 0.006373701 | 0.011002338
20 2039763973 | 0.011002338 | 0.014004195

APR 4.876894858 | 1.990338855
MAY 4.880540758 | 1.993876915
JUNE 4.889650567 | 1.999130541
JUuLY 4.890234685 | 2.004751156
AUG 4.893086889 | 2.009450896
SEP 4.893017444 | 2.012415375
ocT 4898533655 | 2.015359755
NOV 4.902718072 | 2.018284308
DEC 4904913556 | 2.019531685
2013-2014 JAN 4.968290275 | 2.05537833t1
FEB 4.971452129 | 2.055378331
MAR 4978517684 | 2.057666104
APR 4.929567225 | 2.028164419
MAY 4.935893978 | 2.031408464
JUNE 4941539805 | 2.038620162
JuLy 4941162068 | 2045322979
AUG 4.942598788 | 2.050766311
SEP 4,946112213 | 2.055760465
oCcT 4.954475904 | 2.059941888
NOV 4.962963633 | 2.065579715
DEC 4964871832 | 2.058805487
2014-2015 JAN 5.012897642 | 2.077367905
FEB 5.017423736 | 2.07809415
MAR 5.023259375 | 2.079904468
APR 4,986213285 | 2.061075324
MAY 4,989732329 | 2.063708559
JUNE 4.990074112 | 2.067070856
JULY 4.992083412 | 2.076276255
AUG 4.994968326 | 2.080265627
SEP 4.997023636 | 2.079543007
OCT 5.005190211 | 2.079543007
NOV 5.007137161 | 2.079543007
DEC 5.009061556 | 2.077004327
2015-2016 JAN 5.057579236 | 2.101403351
FEB 5.062800468 | 2.100370545
224
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21 2041756269 | 0.014004195 | 0.013442967
22 2.046498921 | 0.013442967 | 0.014267807
23 2.051311908 | 0.014267807 | 0.00641153
24 2052393957 | 0.00641153 |-0.002259205
25 2.07962711 | -0.002259205 | -0.004099492
26 2.082193643 | -0.004099492 | -0.005588288
27 2.085502756 | -0.005598288 | -0.003420356
28 206449568 | -0.003420356 | -0.002782603
29 2066491162 | -0.002782603 | 0.000385885
30 2066684972 | 0.000385885 | 0.008463247
3 2067813009 | 0.008463247 | 0.01080538
32 2069460247 | 0.01080538 | 0.008817291
33 2070625716 | 0.008917291 | 0.004286415
34 2075256592 | 0.004286415 | 0.003182392
35 2076360615 | 0.0031823982 |-0.000447521
36 2.077451848 | -0.000447521 | -0.003560566
37 2104963917 | -0.003560566 | -0.007606119
38 2.107975664 | -0.007605119 | -0.008867668
39 2.109238213 | -0.008867668 | -0.008000694
40 2.089707964 | -0.008000694 | -0.006743182
41 2091676757 | -0.006743182 | -0.001615134
42 2.091520246 | -0.001615134 | -0.001332947
43 2.093702647 | -0.001332947 | 0.000888068
44 2.095326518 | 0.000888068 | 0.002730533
45 2.095567004 | 0.002730533 | 0.000553485
46 24100161602 | 0.000553485 | 0.001663281
47 2100770424 | 0.001663281 | -0.001739052
48 2.102454138 | -0.001739052 =
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'PSYCHO-ANALYCTICS IN LITERATURE
EFFECT OF PSYCHOLOGY ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF NOVEL

Ankita Pal, M.A, (2017-2019)

The fabricated term, ‘Psychoanalysis’ is, by it's very definition, a therapy which aims at explicit!
interpreting the dynamic and complex nature of human beings, reasoning with why he!shepdoe:
-.what he or she does, or why he or she is the way he or she is “by investigating the interaction of
conscious and unconscious elements in the mind.” In other words, it is an extremely intensive and

pomplex system of psychological theories, and thus inevitably literature has been indebted to thi

.aspect of psycho-analytics for the brilliant light it casts into our understanding of the eccentric wo ks
‘of poets and writers, enabling us to fathom the true intrinsic quality of their works in all entirety. "

The terrain that psychoanalysis explores is that of the individual psyche. Originating from th
Greek myth, the word 'psyche’ ariginally referred to the soul. But psychoanal‘ytic termincio on:i .
not use soul in a religious sense. Rather the psyche is the mental apparatus as it is d ?’y ;39_5
‘contrast to the body or the soma (A somatic iliness that is caused bodily rather than mentale; et
-jhe study of psycho-analytics in literature, needless to say, is not possible without taking int o
freud"s works upon the notion of the unconscious!, subconscious, and the conscious Itigs t?} comolex
;:;hperatm@ of the unconscious mind, the complete understanding of which is beyon& the c:p(;TariTI]ig:Z);
the conscious mind, which really occupies a vast portion of psycho-analytics. P i
had a profound effect upon the intellectual climate of the age, more vibrant .h et e
currents of modern thought. By psychoanalysis in literature 'we refer to th e “"E"_” oy o
the writer as type and as an individual, exploring his creative fellculties fabri ? zsy'cml'og‘lcal ?tUQY "
and workings of the unconscious mind, seeking an outlet into corls i onos e, 'mag'“aﬂons
Psycho-analysts also explore the psychological types and laws weasgdu:;t?i: i];:l:sg r;fhllife::t)t:l::.

and fin i it
f_c)cusezllg.f th: effect of literature upon it's readers. However it is a vast aspectand the essay henceforth
on how psychology affected the development of novels in English Literature

I Iik?é l:?cc;obdeTgan :z}; :|1| his :ssa? on Invasion of Psychology on Literaturs, "The human personality
i remai‘nder o ;;a. of it appears above the level of consciousness, the remainder is
o o c |s‘popular és the unconscious mind is not only the larger aspect but

nspicuous part in moulding the life of a person.” A better synonym couldn’t have

a0ssibly be i idi inai

- th):a . ;I]'l(i:riwol; tl: provudung.an insight onto how most of our actions are directly dependent
N r?d .e‘ unconscious. Similarly, in literature too, the poem, or novel, or play cannot
3 ¥ explicitly but does so through images, symbols, emblems and metaphors which is

argely a reflection of the artist's i
rgel) acute creative faculties enabling us to u [
Jerceived from a psycho-analytical point of view. ’ e belen, wher
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To understand Freudian interpretation of literary works, one could conceive of the self after , o
P v 2 oreation, changing endlessly from moment to moment. The lives of the characters in the novel are

model of two families dwelling upon different floors of the same house. while the family dwellingon . .

. different fram what they expected; there is no pu . )

the first floor is absolutely sound and seems to have a correct notion of what is morally good and . . yexp purpose or sense of fulfillment and soctal communion
is hopelessly insubstantial.

what is not: the ones dwelling on the ground floor are more like Satan’s fallen angels, screaming of

unfulfilled desires, being partiaily biind to the idea of moral correctness, fike that of a disobeying child Thus, psychoanalysis not only facilitates our understanding of any piece of literary work, but
who cannot be kept away from throwing tantrums. However, they are not that loud to the world (also shows how it shifted the novelist's focus from the active life to the inner life of thoughtsl and
outside the house as they are consistently suppressed or rather "repressed” in Freudian terms from feelings which really are the mechanizations and illustrations of our day-to-day thought process. In
expressing themselves, and very rarely transcended into "sublimity”, when they find an outletinto the SOrt as Goodman says, “itis so complex, s indefinite, corresponding so little ta the version which
ficst floor. ... the conscious mind. The process of purifying unconscious element which subsequently does duty for herin public...” that it really intrigues us into accepting the fact as Mrs. Woolf put it, that
appears in the conscious is known as sublimation. In accordance with this process, the beauty of a tne soulis the strangest creature in the world; "bashful, insolent, chaste, lustful, parting, silent laborious

post's work, the eccentric vision it conjures up in our mind's eye as we soak in its essence is really delicate, ingenious, heavy, melancholic, pleasant, lying, true, knowing, ignorant, Iiberal,'covetous’

how the poet tries o reach out to us, providing us a glimpse of his pied unconscious mind. :ndhproiii?l”.giving substance to the unconscious mind of an otherwise mere being crafted out of
flesh and blood.
“With the invasion of psychology in literature, the latter filtered itself considerably, as is evidentin:

the narrator’s treatment of his characters towards the nineteenth century. While in the Victonan Age,-"*‘c't'c"s

the characters could be easily characterized within shades of black and white, as they were either1.  Unconscious — Primarily the storehouse of intellectual needs and desires
memorable, virtuous , outstanding, or exhibiting the lack of these qualities. In a Victorian novel, a}References '
man's intention towards an attractive women were apt to be either virtuous or the reverse. Butj

towards the nineteenth century, and predominantly in the works of the Moderm Age, the charactergBarty, Peter. Beginning Theory. Manchester: Manchester United Press, 2015. Print
are etched in variegated shades, highlighting the crux of the true essence of human beings, who arg ' ' '
after all flawed and carries a unique sense of individuality owing to their personality and imperfections,

all of which culminate into making them who they are. Not only the readers could then connectona

deeper level with such characters, but also truly appreciate the intrinsic quality of their works as

appeals to their unconscious.

SRR OF
The literary expression of these psychological trends profoundly affected the developments i

the art of the novel giving rise to a new technique. To this was applied a term said to have bee
invented by William James, the * Stream of Consciousness'. The most famous representative of the
stream of consciousness technique is James Joyce's Ulysses, which pursues the steady fiow of the
thoughts of Stephen Dedalus , Leopold Bloom and Marion Bloom. The action of Ulysses covers oné
specific day in the life of its protagonist. Each episode in the novel is made to correspond with af
episode in the Odyssey, however strained the parallels may sometimes appear. The separate episodet
in Homer's work were, so to speak, the coordinates with which Joyce could plot his own vision of Iifé
during one Dublin day. By basing his story on Homer’s, Joyce expresses the universal in the particular
Bloom, Dedalus and Marion Bloom become modern versions of archetypal figures, and we are X
feel the presence of the archetypal within them.

Virginia Woolf belonged to the Bloomsbury Group and Avant-garde Literary Circle. Within thi
years 1925 and 1949 she wrote several 'stream of consciousness' novels. She felt that humanit
was finked by a common consciousness and the thoughts of any one person may serve as a symbt
for the thoughts of humanity. Her characters are always in search of a 'pattern in the flux' that sha
give meaning to the whole. In a novel like Mrs. Dalloway , one sees life as a process of constal
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The poem provides one of the earliest examples of the classic features of First World War

poetry; the lyric testimony of the broken body = mouth, eyes, the ‘gashed’ headset against the abstract

WAR POETRY rhetoric of honour; the address to the reader 'you' that we associate with the poetry of Wilfred Owen

. . and Siegfried Sassoon, as opposed to the egotistical 'I'of Rupert Brooke; the ‘pale battalions’ haunting

Diyali Bhattacharya, Saika Naz, RoshniSubramani and Radhika Mookerjee the shell-shocked dreams of veterans, John Singer Sargent's dream-like Gassed (1919) and Sigmund
B.A. Third Year English Honours (Batch of 2016-2018) Freud's Beyond the Pleasure Principle (1920), and becoming the iconic image of the war.

In his poem MCMXIV Philip Larkin suggests that the outbreak of war in 19?‘4 heralded an.  poetry written in peacetime needs to be different from poetry written in wartime. For peacetime
unprecedented loss of innocence. In this Larkin subscribes to a prelapsarian view which understqug poetry is poetry written about the values and beliefs which are accepted as permanent and poetry
British society in 1914 not in terms of its own historical events but in terms of the cataclysm awaitingthen becomes a communication of such values and beliefs. But war which upsets and even destroys
it. It is a perspective that emphasises the unexpected horror of the war. these values and beliefs, drastically changes men's attitude to such things as life and soul, immortality

The most strking aspect of war s ts scale in comparison with previous conflicts. Britain employe({and eternity, etc and in war poetry these changes of attitude are invariably affected.

nearly half a million soldiers in the Boer war from 1899-1902. Twenty-nine thousand died iq t.hs The obvious reason that there are more good anti-war poems is that the anti-war poems are
fighting and a further sixteen thousand from diseases. By contrast over eight and a half mlllloqmore vivid. The imagery strikes home harder because most people understand that war is an ugly
soldiers died in World War | and a twenty million were wounded. The war is generally thought tp havething. Even if we believe the claims of mili_tary people about things like the surgical strike capability of
been a staging post in English poetry as it had been in British history. The shift from patriotic tgmodern weapons, the facts of war are still horrid,

polemical poetry oceurs not because of any great iterary influence but because of historical exigencies. s veats pro-war poet in his poem Easter. 19767 How supportive of the Irish revolution ig he

The self-satisfied poetry of the recent past needed to be broken to be coped with the brutal reality °1In that poem? And how honest is he about the implications of the Irish uprising? However, we do not

the present. get a definitive answer as we understand that he is torn when he asks the question “Was it needless
On the centenary of the conclusion of the first world war, this paper embarks on a detailed Studﬁealh after all?” And 'fmhat of his “terrible beauty"? Is there really anything beautiful about war and
of the poetry of the First Worid War bloodshed?Although it depends on perspective, we must understand that war is pointiess. Countless

oets have had opinions on this very subject including Rupert Brookes, Siegfri
: , Siegfried Sassoon, isaac
A Comparative Study between Pro-War and Anti-War Perspectives in Poetry Of World War %osenberg, Ivor Gumey, Edmund Blunden among numerous others. Now we will embark on the

One of the most celebrated sonnets of the First World War written by Charles Hamilton Sorleﬁuances of Pro-War and Anti-war Poetry.
states— Pro-War Perspective In Poetry
When you see millions of the mouthless dead : ]A nurr.lber of writers greeted the outbreak of war with patriotic excitement. Probably the most
Across your dreams in pale battalions go, amiliar voice is that of Rupert Brooke, a young man who joined up enthusiastically and encouraged

_ others to do the same. His well-known poem 2 i ;
Say not soft things as other men have said, “aising young men from the "sleep” of pZace ani!agc;.)riggtfh;?:)ciz:ﬁzgattoe ; :he IC::a - the‘War ®
That you'll remember. For you need not so. prove themselves:

Give them not praise. For, deaf, how should they know Now, God be thanked Who has matched us with His hour,

It is not curses heaped on each gashed head? An.d caught our youth, and wakened us from sleeping,

Nor tears. Their blind eyes see not your tears flow. With hand made sure, clear eye, and sharpened power,

Nor honour. It is easy to be dead. To turn, as swimmers into cleanness leaping,

Say only this, ‘They are dead.' Then add thereto, | Glad from a world grown old and cold and weary.

“Yet many a better one has died before.’ t is ironical, t‘ﬁowever,.that Brooke uses the imagery of "peace” to talk about the war, Where other
Then, scanning all the o'ercrowded mass, should you J0ets found ditt, suffering, and despair, Brooke imagines the war as clean water; the soldier swimmers

Baping joyfully into its de
INgaging in combat. As
Bsted by experience.

Perceive one face that you loved heretofore,
It is @ spook. None wears the face you knew.
Great death has made all his for evermore.

pths. Brooke died of iliness in April 1915 on his way to the war, without ever
many people have commented, his enthusiasm for the war was never to be
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There were propagandist writers — mainly civilians also known as the Civilian Poets whq Despite their apparent despair, the men “cling to life with stubborn hands.” But i nevitably the wa
maintained their enthusiasm throughout the conflict and used their writing to urge others to participate, wil defeat them: r

This kind of propagandist writing can be crude, as in Jessie Pope's doggerel verse, “The Call"

{(1915): O my brave brown companions, when your souls

Flock silently away, and the eyeless dead
Shame the wild beast of battle on the ridge,
Death will stand grieving in that field of war
Since your unvanquished hardihood is spent.

Who's for the trench —

Are you, my laddie?

Whe'll follow the French —

Will you, my laddie?

Who's fretting to begin,

Who's going out to win?

And who wants to save his skin ~
Do you, my laddie?

Striving to express both the depth and the sheer pointlessness of the men’s endurance, Sassoon
imagines that war itself ("the wild beast of battle”) will feel ashamed and even Death wilt grieve the
loss. This despairing concern for fellow soldiers, expressed as a complex of love, mourning, and
anger, marks much of Sassoon's poetry, and that of other British trench poets, including Ilsaac

Rosenberg, lvor Gurney, Edmund Blunden, Richard Aldington, C i i
Owen originally suggested-an ironic dedication of his Duice ef Decorum Est to Jessie Pope, bitterigand Herbert Read. Wilfred Owen, too, tries to convey %hen;u;:rr:s; :? Eﬂgot:oi::eﬁ;i\;!g-mﬁ&
: ! . ibing the

denouncing her propagation of the “old lie” that itis “sweet and decorous” to die for one's country, ; R " : , . o )

Pope is an extreme example and an infiuential one. ﬁ,xgﬁ:?fc;:;:s: ::;lwn\:igl:nrze; 2:‘: i:}'g;igli E:gosrj:?s?ﬁgq ;)'?Od with their own blood),
In The Soldier, Rupert Brooke provided one of the most famous celebrations of England: "If | .

should die, think only this of me: That there's some corner of a foreign field That is foreve|

England.” Brooke's poem focuses on the prettified death of one soldier. The poem could be interpreted

as his desire to turn a corner of a foreign field into another piece of England, and he certainly brings

to the war a perspective that is more European than English.

Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge,

Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots

Owen quotes a line of Latin from the poet Horace, ‘ltis sweet and meet to die for one's country! But limped on, blood-shod.”

During the war, the line was described as ‘the best- known line of war poetry in all the world', and|

was used in various contexts before and during the war, but Owen may well have seen The Boyl
Own Paper's poem Dulce et Decorum Est by M. F. Laurie. Laurie’s poem of 20 lines is about “Abg
- just a schoolboy, who wanted to fight for his country, fWanted, if need be, to die for her, — yet hi
years were too few, /Only sixteen — but his heart was the heart of a soldier’, and ends: Glorious deall
to die, falling for God and their Country! Honour be theirs — we mourn them with proud, heartfel
tears. May their dying teach you to live — it may be obscurely, But truly and purely; fighting for Gol
through the years”.

Anti War Perspective In Poetry

witnessing can make one complicit in events over which one has no control. Is it more important thi,
Sassoon is a soldier, writing out of his own experience, of is it primarily as a poet that he should bfr

Virginia Woolf draws attention to the question of who sees what in war, and how the actj’;l

The later lines of the same poem where Owen describes a gas attack victim-
“His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin;

if you could hear, at every jolt, the blood

Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,

Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud

Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,”—

This recalls the poetic voice of Siegfried Sassoon’s poem A.Night Attack-

Then | remembered someone that I'd seen / Dead in a squalid, miserable ditch,” and “His face

as in the mud; one arm flung out/ As whe : hi
FE b e g vhen he crumpled up; his sturdy legs / Were bent beneath his

read? Sassoon served in the front lines and was profoundiy distressed by his experiences. He wa  Warinthe trenches is ugly. If a poet must die let him die i '
: i - imd i
even more troubled by the suffering of others and this informs much of his poetry. He frequentlieath, if he had ever been attracted to the early deaths oflf(;na?sp::c:lcsﬁzlce? I; hihgd e‘;zr fanc;edf
: , he had not dreamt o

i

describes ordinary soldiers and their struggle just to survive:

“Disconsolate men who stamp their sodden boots
And turn dulled, sunken faces to the sky
Haggard and hopeless.”

30 ¢

ing i i
D{N egn : :::l Iz:dsc:pe like the Westem Fronts. Keats died a horrible, slow, coughing death, one that
B e, geI?in geTEIy |:no\«red by when reading about it as a teenager, but h
Ike hags in sludge, corpses and chlorine i
_ \ 3 _ ' gas. Beautiful Shelley had
Jeautifully in Italy, unlike the soldier drowning in Dulce et Decorum Est, yhad drowned

& died in Rome, unilike
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The work of the trench poets is most familiar; to this important body of literature can be addedest / Pro Patria Mori'. And many of the soldiers were just lads, barely more than children in uniform
combatants’ memoirs and fiction: memoirs by nurses and other civilian participants; popular, patriotigyy, B. Yeats, who disliked Owen's poetry, famously complained that Owen ‘is all blood, dirt anci
and propagandistic writings; pacifist writings; and civilian reflections upon the war experience. Somgsucked sugar- stick' — but that is, in fact, part of Owen’s brilliance: he sees the child's suck’e d sugar
of these works can be termed modernist, others are more traditional in form. T. 8. Eliot's iconigstick among the blood and dirt of war. We must look at the relationship between the child and the
modernist poesm The Waste Land {1922} is in part a bitter commentary upon a war that left much ofman, the relationship between the man and the poetry, and the relationship between the child and
European civilization in ruins. It looks too at the uncertainties created by the peace treaties, and thathe Western Front.
new borders within Europe, which rendered miillions of people homeless or stateless - Eliot's “hoodeg

hordes swarming / Over endless plains.” In his Pyrenean poem From My Diary, July 1914 which he wrote while on a train journey during

the very beginning of the first world war, he describes "Stirs / Of leaflets’, ‘Leaves / Murmuring’ and
What was all this for, people wondered? And what would become of the young people Why'Braiding / Of floating flames across the mountain brow’. On 23 September, Owen described seein
served in the war? Smith's narrator in Not So Quiet volunteers as an ambulance driver at the fronfwounded soldiers, both German and French, in the temporary hospital in the boys' school, His Ietteg:
At twenty-one, she knows nothing of life “but death, fear, blood, and the sentimentality that glorifiejto his brother Harold included drawings to illustrate his descriptions of the wounds: ‘One 'poor devil
these things in the name of patriotism.” What sort of future can these women, and the damaged mejhad his shin- bone crushed by a gun- carriage- wheel, and the doctor had to twist it about and push
they look after, expect, and what is expected of them? Smith's expression of resentment can bijt like a piston to get out the pus'. P
found in many other literary works of the war, especially those written by men and women sent

serve by an older generation that remained safely at home. Owen had once complained that his iandlady on the rue de la Porte Dijeaux had disappeared to

the cemetery for a large part of the day to tend the dead ‘and left the living to fend for itself’, but the

In Lament (1920), F.S. Flint writes bluntly: man who wrote The City Lights Along the Waterside and Anthem for Doomed Youth would have
The young men of the world been intrigued by this cemetery, and no doubt the rows of graves pricked his conscience.
Are condemned to death. | Owen was quite aware of the beautiful side of war and shared this understanding with many of
They have been called up to die his pgetic heroes — in his copy of Sir Walter Scott, he had picked out the statement that ‘the pomp
For the crime of their fathers. and circumstance of war gives, for a time, a very poignant and pleasing sensation’,

Curiously, Rudyard Kipling says something similar in his Epitaphs of the War (1919). Kipling write "'°We“'€fr- gradually we see the transition creep in as at the very end of 1916 he writes to his
as a father who keenly supported the war, He went to some effort to get his son John accepted in"Other that I nearly broke down and let myself drown in the water'. Although he had been prepared
the army. John was killed on his first day of battle. “If any question why we died, / Tell them, becau for war did not mean Fhat he would like it, and of course, he was horrified and angered. It's also true
our fathers lied.” Kipling never openly changed his views about the rightness of the war. These ling 2t the Front was still a shock. The war was worse than he could have envisaged: no one could
are probably intended as a comment upon Britain’s failure to prepare adequately for what he regard feally quite know and feel the Western Front without being there. ‘We are wretched beyond my
as the necessary war with Germany. But they eerily echo the young writers’ resentment of an Oldéprevuous imagination,” he wrote, on 19 January.

generation that took the nation to war, for which the younger generation paid the price. Owen soon experienced the near-death state that he later described in Exposure- “Worried by

Wilfred Owen- A Transition from a Pro-War to an Anti-War Mentality sllence, sentries whisper, curious, nervous, But nothing happens.” He lost the fine heroic feeling and

There is a photograph of Wilfred Owen as a child posing as a proud soldier with a gun in one han%:‘; o:s ”;:2 writ;er;a year after the events it describes, is not concerned with courage and hel‘gism.

a sword at his belt and a small military tent nearby, and in another photograph the little boy is%iands pu;l?:rintg ‘;«‘Ol:gec:d\nsfa; iSTor_mrlﬁht.b this‘ frost will fasten on this mud and us, Shrivelling many
i i i ' i - ' ' . The burying- i - i

s agin, caying a sword and o delrmined and hrclo ook - a8 a1 &7y offee 394 4 hverhall-known faces. Al hleyes ars i, But nting appens - Expostrs speaks of o ove o
' change ry. ) ¥ . . ,y FOd seems dying’, a remark that encom as. Twi yd ey xposur? speaks of how loveral

that ‘After all my years of playing soldiers, and then of reading History, | have almost a mania to bel Bve for man was dicappear p s:es o equally believable meanings, namely that God's

the East, to see fighting, and to serve’. ' Ppearing and that man’s love for God was too. The Hell he had been brought

Ip to fear had now been encountered: again i
. . . »again, inthat s , o o
In Owen's case, the child and childhood feature in his poetry again and again. In many ways, Vas new. It was a cold, wet hell, And, ingvitably he wzzIsderl::a?‘:s;ﬁ'mwifr:?:;;?s remilarevenift

was trying to escape his childhood while retaining a longing to be a child. And the child is a focus i It was to Sassoon that Owen sh _
his portrayal of the war. His penultimate letter talks of British shells ‘burying ltde children ai¥ome to be an flustration of fhar fs owed his poetry. Anthem for Doomed Youth, especially, has
Children ardent for some desperate glory were told with such high zest ‘The old Lie: Dulce et decord’ eir inendship. Sassoon pointed out later that any emendations he
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recommended were made hastily in uncongenial surroundings and he only saw the poem in somethingnewspapers, periodicals, factory newspapers, and women’s magazines. Women’s writing from this
close to its final form; also that it was ‘the first occasion on which | was able to hail him as my equalfjme was more extensive than was previously thought.

It is a poem that shows the full emergence of a voice that, like Sassoon's declaration, speaks for

The First World War was a turning point for many women. Women lost their husbands, partners,
those who suffered at the Front,

sons and brothers during the war; their lives were forever touched by deep loss; they too were

in May 1917, Owen wrote that ‘Christ s literally in no man's land'. For him and other soldiers, themoved by the horror of trench warfare; many continued to campaign for the vote during the war and

statues of the crucified Christ, which wefe everywhere in rural France, came to represent the soldiergentered the industrial workplace for the first time. Women from all backgrounds and nationalities

of all nations, even those of non-Catholic or strongly anti- Catholic backg rounds such as Owen'srecorded their thoughts, feelings and opinions on World War One; the expression was international;
own; and these statues were themselves bashed about, dismembered, blown to smithereens in thetheir struggle and inspiration is our inheritance.

fighting. The wounded statues also came to represent the violent rejection of Christianity by thg

\ For example, it was portrayed by one of the best known female poets was Vera Brittain (1893-
governments, generals and clergymen who prolonged this holy war.

1970). Her poem Perhaps is from her experience of losing her fiance, Roland, to a sniper's bullet
The First World War Through Women’s Poetry and written from personal experience. Women get all the dreariness of war and none of its exhilaration,’

In her discussion of women'’s poetry of the First World War, Nosheen Khan emphasizes thisaid Vera Brittain in Testament of Youth. Perhaps this explains in part the neglect of women’s
range of responses she finds, from the romantic to the revolted. If we consider that the Men’s poetngxperience — who wants the dreariness of war, after all? And especially after it's over. The Scars
of World War One most often read today is concerned with the experience of warfare and thipon my Heart was published, as long ago as 1981, by Virago, edited by Catherine Reilly. The title
trenches, it could be easily argued that women's poetry has both a wider range of subjects and gomes from a poem by Vera Brittain called To My Brother.

larger set of reactions to life during wartime. “Your battle wounds are scars upon my heart...”

Brittain's Testament of Youth (1933) is a powerful accour!t of her nursi’ng. experiences an’_rbn the contrary there were women who glorified war and about whom wrote Lady Margaret
describes the grief and rage of young people who lose beloved friends and family in awar they comigckyille who referred to women during the Great War as lfe-savers. More specifically, in her

to see as without purpose. poem The Pageant of War, Sackville believed that women are supporting a war that is unnecessary.

The dominant image, often portrayed enthusiastically but sometimes pejoratively, in poerﬁt th.e outbreak of YVorId War |, she joined the anti-war Union of Democratic Control. In 1916 she
such as Madaline Ida Bedford's Munition Wages and Mary Gabriel Collins’s Women at MunitigPublished a collection of poems called The Pageant of War. It included the poem Nostra Culpa,
Making, is of women experiencing new jobs, social roles and wages. denouncing women who betrayed their sons by not speaking out against the war. The spare and

, __@ngry strength of Sackville’s war poems has attracted recent critical attention
Jessie Pope's poem War Girls lists a number of everyday roles undertaken by women increasingl :

as volunteering, and ihecoTespigAIReNIGTERST hald ! And then tht::;re were women like Eva Dobell (1876-1963), who was a British poet, nurse and

gditor. Her haunting poem Pluck tells of a young soldier “Crippled for life at seventeen”. The way the
poer has used imagery to enhance her view on what war really is and to describe the gore and
slaughter war is associated with, 'his great eyes seem to question why/ with both legs smashed it
;:jnight have been / better in that from trench to die.’ Dobell’s personal experience as being a nurse
during the war definitely contributed to her shaping her view on war. Dobell was never subjected to

There's the girl who clips your ticket for the train,
And the girl who speeds the lift from floor to floor,
There's the girl who does a milk-round in the rain,
And the girl who calls for orders at your door.

Strong, sensible and fit, the idea of h°"‘°""'_ courage, pride, respect or nobility otherwise related to the idea of war. She
They're out to show their grit. ?;go::;kti:zfs;?;n:;: gf a ts)eventsen-year-old boy terrified and desperate for life, ‘his heart-sick fear
: o ) ) o €d $00s you hear’ through her poem and by showi i '
War Girls does merit attention on sociological grounds, for the skilled way in which it re-sponds_!,5n war through the poem. g P y showing her underlying perspective

contemporary anxieties. Ought women to tackle male roles? Can they do them well? Wil they lofi R ‘
their femininity and become ‘like a man'? The poem makes a virtue of necessity, celebrating the W stancet?vwas a literary outlet thgt had traditionally been more accessible to British women. For
girls’ ‘energy and knack’ and reassuring readers that ‘Beneath each uniform / Beats a heart thal® Fos ' ‘c"me”_ Were a substantial part of the poetic tradition in wartime Britain, as writers and
soft and warm'. War Girls exposes a conflict between the rights of women and the rights of soldigf 29°rS: and their wartime works offer an opportunity to examine how women writers positioned

1ems
mselves central to the War effort. To conclude there were women who glorified war, women who

to return to their pre-War jobs. Hence, during the War, women were being published in anthologié:
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had a major role to play in the war, women who condemned war and strongest of all who would sit g : - . .
: oubtedly damaged his reputat i
home in the anticipation of the return of their sons, brothers, fathers and husbands. Women poety One writer whose politics und y g putation was Stefan George, a mystic

" it zis. Despite George’s nationali — .
renders women as multi-faceted and was a platform for women to speak the unsaid and be the voig __wh.ose }rmtlngs gESjtaken up by the b.la. i P - nathnal.:st reputation, in Der Krieg,
e . ; Suritten in 1917, he denounced the patriotic spirit that had led to the war:
for the million lives sacrificed during the war.

The World’s Contribution To The First World War Poetry Here whining women, old and sated burghers
World War One memoarial events are dominated by British writers, ignoring the war poetry frop N e at‘fault — bayor)nets and guns ,

France, Germany, Russia and elsewhere that is of equal quality and sometimes better. Despite thg Of adversaries, for our sons and grandsons

“cosmopolitan sympathies” of the poets, memorial events in the UK today are dominated by Britis} Dismembered bodies, for their glassy eyes!

writers. Although we are unfamiliar with it, much of the war poetry from France, Germany, RUSSig ater in the poem, a German patriot tries to stir up xenophobic sentiment by asking: “Have you no

and elsewhere is of equal quality to (and, in some cases, even better than) that produced by Britisfeye for sacrifice unmeasured,/ For strength of unity?” To which the poet gives the pithy response:
writers. These also flourish/Across the border”.

European Contribution Another important German anti-war poet was Alfred Lichtenstein, who died on the Somme in

The most prominent European war poet was Guillaume Apollinaire, a naturalised Frenchman %o14 : . - .
erhaps the first of the war poets to be killed). His s ;
Polish descent who died of influenza at the end of the war. His collection Calligrammes stands asj (perhap P ) atirical dramatic monologue A Lieutenant

landmark achievement in the development of literary modernism. The book’s title refers toApolIinaire_"!E GnRIEySings is written from. the perspectlv_e of ? G?rman division commander who wishes “that
visual poetry, which attempted to achieve with words what Picasso and others had been doing infing = o' c o ?nd!ess war/With bloody, howling winds™ because, as he puts it, “Ordinary life/Has no
art, His poem Du Cotondans Les Oreiftes ("Cotton in Your Ears”) begins by re-creating the explosio narm for me®. Lichtenstein encapsulates a feeling of soldiers on both sides: that it was their
of artillery shells typographically, the words tumbling upwards on the page. Bloodthirsty leaders who were the real enemy.

Apollinaire felt that the war represented a niew era, one that would require an original languagd ' merican influence
As he wites in Victoire: *... the old languages are so close to deathIt's really from habit and cowardicg.  VVhile opposition to the war did find literary expression, especially during the period of American
That we still use them for poetry". His visual style was an attempt at a new language, and one coulFeutra“tY. the overwhelming majority of wartime writing supported direct American involvement.
argue that this experimentation has had a more lasting literary influence than the conventiond

Even before the United States declared war, the ishing i
ornate poetry of Siegfried Sassoon, Laurence Binyon or Robert Graves. ool ity ey favausen bro-war

riting. But once the war was declared, the suppression of the mails — devastating in a vast country
It is not surprising that avant-garde work doesn't often feature in public commemorations. Yéh which the left was heavily dependent upon the postal service to distribute its papers and journais
Apollinaire also wrote more accessible poems, filled with emotion and longing. In Dans/'abri-caverii= had the effect of eliminating most of the venues in which antiwar poetry could be published
{“In the Dugout™, he addresses his lover Madeleine Pages: “Most days | console myself for lonelines nce the war settled in as an established i "
and all kinds of horrors/By imagining your beauty”. Thwarted sexual desire does not feature vel - & : established fact and a relatively small number of Americans
highly in British war poetry, but for him, it was one of the main torments of life in the trenches. ed as combatants, one figure emerged as the literary spokesperson for the war, Alan

Seeger (1888-1916). Seeger— uncle of the i .
.. 2 great folk singer Pete Se —

Though his descriptions of the war's modernity could seem celebratory, Apollinaire did not S:F-Ualiﬁad for this post: he had enlisted in the French Foreigg Legion i ea?_tegm 0\;¢Ias or;ly ::arttallv
away from the more horrifying aspects of the conflict. In Merveille de la Guerre ("Wonder of Wallyhere he had been living when the war broke out but mostly from a d P desi ove for France,
he marvels "that so much fire was needed to roast human flesh” and evokes the front-line soldiet . t Y eep desire to experience war.
hunger as he recalls the "taste” left in the air, “which by God is not unpleasant”. While he preferred France to Germany, war for Seeger was a part of nature, and he saw the

sonflict as one not between civilizati i it ;
Critics suggest that European war poetry is unpopular because writers in Germany and Frang, civilization and barbarism but rather between two civiiizations, each with

got caught up in the patriotic fervour of 1914, This is only partly true: Continental posts portrayedy eo:zdlieeg\ler?ie;:;e;? Stjé [ IBTIONS, h.e thought of war in highly romanti terms, derived irom
range of feelings towards the conflict. Another naturalised Frenchman, Blaise Cendrars, support 'Ippeal e Seegeer'st::-.ebr:-taucz ;"fed':?V5;| revival. V‘:hile this provided part of the basis for his

i [ i : chivalry meant [
the ﬁghtmg butaflso wrote La Guerre Au !‘.U)fembou!‘g (1916}, a poem about chtldre_n in the. Luxemboq Ve him, hate the Germans he foust ry Fant at he did not, as the. propaganda would
Gardens in Paris. Cendrars, who lost his right arm on the Western Front, describes children playl ught, instead of viewing them as fellow warriors fighting bravely

. .o . . ind skillfull ir si
soldiers in a way that implies his lasting trauma. iifully for their side.
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None of this prevented Seeger from becoming the embodiment of the romantic, idealized soldigirhe poem is written in the conventional manner of the day: it rhymes, the meter is regular, the
for those who advocated American intervention on the side of the Allies. His signature poem, "'Havql'anguage is politely emotional and features Biblical resonance; but its conservative form does not
a Rendezvous with Death, was widely published and well-known; the first six of its 24 lines reversggorrespond to a conservative, nationalistic politics. However, once the United States became directly
the deeply-rooted association of spring with new life: involved in the war, poetry written in this genteel and sentimental manner would overwhelmingly

I have a rendezvous with Death support the effort and present the war as an apocalyptic conflict between civilization and barbarism.

At some disputed barricade, Socialist and trade union organizations also generated and provided outlets for anti-war poetry,
When Spring comes round with rustling shade For example, Charles W. Wood’s The King of the Magical Pump about the land of the Chumps ruled
And apple-blossomes fill the air — over and employed by their king, emphasizes sheer sound, characteristic of nonsense verse, to

! have a rendezvous with Death produce a critique of ideology:

When Spring brings back blue days and fair. (Rendezvous, 142) But the King of the Chumps was a kindly old Umps
And he paid them as much as he durst

Spring brings “apple-blossoms," but also the return of major offensive operations, and the heng
{As much as all such as he durst)

greater likelihood of death; or rather, of a meeting with Death, a personification that allows Seegery
avoid confronting the impersonal, industrialized nature of the war. For humping and jumping and pumpty-pump-pumping
Anything that a king could imagine their dumping;

Till he said; "Go o roost, we have over-produced

And we've got to get rid of this first.” (Rendezvous, 77-78)

Seeger wrote most often in the high romantic manner, and could occasionally do so beautifully
in Ode in Memory of the American Volunteers Fallen for France, written shortly before he was ci
down by machine gun fire in July 1916, he describes those killed in action:

;\Nhile the literature and popular memory of the First World War occupies a significant place in
European memory, in the United States it has been overshadowed by the Second World War —

arobably because this country did not assume the globally hegemonic position followin i
: . _ the First
They lie — our comrades — lie among their peers, World War that it would claim after the Second. ’

Clad in the glory of fallen warriors,

Grim clusters under thorny trellises,

Dry, furthest foam upon disastrous shores,
Leaves that made last year beautiful, still strewn

There, holding still, in frozen steadfastness,
Their bayonets toward the beckoning frontiers,

Indian Contribution

_ We often see the First World War as an Anglo-Saxon affair but many thousands of non-white
iombatants also took part. They included recruits from India, who went to Europe and the Middle
2ast to fight for the British empire. Some, such as Sir Nizamat Jung Bahadur, wrote patriotic poems

Even as they fell, unchanged, beneath the changing moon. N support. In To England (1914), he addresses the motherland:
American intervention in the war also met with opposition. Oppositional poetry emerged from th Thine equal justice, merey, grace
Women's Peace Party, organized in early 1915. A poem by WPP member Angela Morgan (18750 Have made a distant alien race

1957), Battle Cry of the Mothers typifies poems that base their rhetoric on the belief that women &
women must oppose the war.

A part of thee!
#ﬂthough Jung’s poetry isn’t excellent, it does remind us that this was a colonial conflict.

Bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, Nand Singh, an India i ;

Fruit of our age-long mother pain, R r-“s 5 nr; rp;oe;}t aEnd soldier who jwltnessed the World War ! fighting under the British
They have caught your life in the nations' mesh, fl_'ne Austro-Hungarian e?npireaby ts;ogzr;?;i:‘ﬂ:: ;I:)ee ;s;alesnsgla;so:bo; tthtéi1 “Shehz;ac::' (prince) of
They have bargained you out for their paltry gain ?erman invasion of Belgium and how “the compassionate British gov e teven y d ?t led to.the
And they build their hope on the shattered breast %hd France against the arrogant Germany who broke all the a 9 el;nr?en : sto? w,;th Belgium
Of the child we sang to rest. (Rendezvous, 92) greements.” Nand Singh’s work and
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other Jangnamahs of the British period in Punjab are valuable literary and historical narratives providingmedical officers. The musical scene in London was altered overnight: the orchestras, which had
rare subaltern perspectives about the colonial wars and confiicts. been largely made up of European players, were decimated, and all German musicians were interned

Havildar Nand Singh, who composed Janganamah Europe, giving an empirical account of thﬁ:"“r repatriated.

First World War, was a sergeant in the Malay State Guides. Nand Singh talks about how everyon Most composition is easier in undisturbed quiet, and with the benefit of a keyboard and a good
from the weaver and the bard to the teacher, the clerk, and even pundits and maulvis were draftegSUPPly of manuscript paper, all of which were in short supply in the front line. Though many poems
irito the service and trained in digging bunkers, shooting rifles, and saluting the officers. One distincti gvere written in the trenches, musical composition was rare, and those pieces that were written at the
aspect of the work is that the poet repeatedly returns to talk about the misery and longing of thdfont tended to be miniatures such as songs.

women left behind in their homes. For them both tocal officials and Germans tum villainous; thej War intensified all experience- even appreciation of music, as in the early lyric Bench and The
lament the local police constable who threatened their sons with false accusations to force them (Sentry by Gumey:

enlist and loathe the zaildar and village heads who “took” their sons, brothers, and husbands away “When | return, and to real music-making,

from them. With the progress of the war, they start receiving messages of soldier deaths from And play that Prelude, how will it happen then?

regimental stations and they moan and wail at Germany for its cruelty, for killing their sons in the

Shall | feel as | felt, a sentry hardly waking,
unheard lands of France and Basra.

With a dull sense of No Man’s Land again?
dilany of Gurney's strongest poems are retrospective, and the best are ab i
arojini | ot : . . _ ) out these ea
of India", Naidu was a politician as well as a poet: a lifelong fighter for independence who bacampf trench life. " experiences

the first female state governor in her country. Her best-known poem is The Gift of india (1915), whic| . )
: WhenF. T. s i . .
describes the dead: en F. T. Nettleingham published Tommy's Tunes in 1817, he reassured his readership that ‘it

Sarojini Naidu, on the other hand, was a poet of exceptional quality. Known as “the Nightingnr

8 a peculiarity of British humour to be derogatory to its own dignity, to wipe itself in the mud, to affect

Gathered like pearls in their alien graves '&elf-salir e to an alarming extent’ The songs that he collected may have demonstrated the ‘lofty
Silent they sleep by the Persian waves, Flgmmsrp' and ‘confirmed fatalism’ of the average Tommy, he continued, but any foreigner who—on
Scattered like shells on Egyptian sands, e basis of Tommy's musical proclivities—took the British soldier to be lacking in discipline or esprit

de corps would be dangerously mistaken. That slippage between song and deed was also noted by

vor Gurney, whose regiment sang / Want to Go Home i i
\ : me in the midst of heavy bombard
broken hands, hey plead ‘| don't want to go to the trenches no more,0 0 ' menthere

They are strewn like blossoms mown

They lie with pale brows and brave,

Where whizzbangs and shrapnel they whistle and roar.”

itis not a brave song, Gumey acknowledged, but ‘brave men sing it'.
Another very famous World War 1 song asks the soldiers to

"Pack up your troubles in your old kit bag,0 0

down by chance
On the blood-brown meadows of
Flanders and France . . .

The anger is clear: India has given her best sons to fight for Britain and received nothing in return; And smile, smile, smile,
would not have surprised Naidu to learn that the Indian contribution to the war effort remains overlook While you've a lucifer to light your fag, O
today. Smile, boys, that's the style.
Music What's the use of worrying?

Many composers fought (lvor Gurney, Arthur Bliss, Patrick Hadley), some were killed (Geofl It never was worthwhile, so
Butterworth, Cecil Coles, Ernest Farrar, W. Denis Browne), and others such as Ralph Vaught® Pack up your troubles in your old kit-bag,0 0
Williams and E.J. Moeran served at the front in non-combatant jobs such as despatch riders all And smile, smile, smile.
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The sentiments heard in trench songs were not new. ‘Mademoiselle from Armenteers’ is a milita,]'gibnography
I

heirloom, its yrics adapted according to circumstance and audience. Many songs have multip
versions ranging from the chaste to the obscene, and many more are bawdy parodies of hymnsg q7.
music-hall tunes. )

The Profound War And lts Poetry 0.

Lyrics, by means of their intrinsic multifariousness, make a statement about the value ay#.
necessity of pluralism: each one is a new beginning, and shaping of thoughts and feelings in languaggb.
anew and unique micro ideology. And by their non-rational patterns of sounds and rhythms, Omanish_’fﬁ
momentarily the chaos of experience into new forms, they remind us of their constructed, artiﬁ(;ig_?_
and fictional aspects and their status as creations of a specific kind within the wide realm of Iitera_p}l.a-_
discourse. LQ

Literature of the First World War remains immensely powerful, still speaking to readers, anzo.
indeed to combatants, in the twenty-first century. As Gurney asks in his poem War Books, |

What did they expect of our toil and extreme '”
Hunger - the perfect drawing of a heart's dream? 12.
Did they look for a book of wrought art's perfection, ..

Who promised no reading, nor praise, nor publication?

What did combatants and civilians expect from the First World War? How did they respond to i
excitement (even ecstasy) as well as to its profound sufferings and disappointments? And what
they expect from their war writers? No one knew quite what would come out of the war or the peal’
that followed, but whatever one expected, the pain and disappointment were profound. Throué'
poetry, this complex of feelings has been expressed and to grapple with the fact that, for writers a@-
other citizens, their faith in civilization had been permanently damaged. 4.

Everyone suddenly burst out singing; 5
And | was filled with such delight 3
As prisoned birds must find in freedom, ?
Winging wildly across the white 3
Orchards and dark-green fields; on - on - and out of sight. )

Everyone's voice was suddenly lifted; I0

And beauty came like the setting sun:
My heart was shaken with tears; and horror .
Drifted away ... O, but Everyone 2.

Was a bird; and the song was wordless; the singing will never be done.” (Everyone Sangby Siegfrﬁ
Sassoon)
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TEMPORAL CHANGE IN THE VARIATION OF
AIR POLLUTION IN KOLKATA

(An inter-departmental Research Project)
Class of 2020, Dspartment of Geography and Departrnent of Statistics
Shri Shikshayatan College, Kolkata
Introduction:

The ever increasing urban population of Kolkata and the associated anthropogenic activities
have resulted in an increase in air pollution which is @ major threat to human health. According tothe
Census of India (2011), Kolkata Metropolitan Area had 14.1 million population in 1,886 km? area
making it the third most densely populated metropolitan area of the country. The Summer Project of
the Geography Department published in Impact 2018 revealed that air pollution in Kolkata becomes
acute during winter, when pollution ranges are higher than at other times. The present study aims to
study the temporal variation in pollutants that has occurred in the period from 2007 to 2016.

The Problem:
The city of Kolkata has been dubbed as one of the most unplanned and poliuted cities in the

world. A study in comparison of air quality data among four metropolitan areas in india conducted by
the US Consulate indicates a higher pollution level in Kolkata in comparison to Mumbai and Chennai,
and close to Delhi. The city is constrained by the road space —it has less than 10 per cent of its land
area under roads, against Delhi's 21 per cent. Therefore, even though the city has fewer cars than
Delhi, the resultis the same — growing congestion and poliution.

Environment activist, Sri Subhas Dutta has filed a PIL on the issue saying, "Pollution is on no
one's agenda. There will be no action taken unless the court intervenes, which is sad because poor
air quality affects everyone. ltdoes not spare the politicians or bureaucrats”.

Sudipto Bhattacharyya, of 'Saviours and Friends of Environment’, an NGO said "A technology
leapfrog is needed in terms of scaling up of public transport, having integrated multimodal transport
options, introducing car restraints and supporting walking and cycling™.

Environmentalist Banani Kakkar of the NGO Public said “There is hardly any move on the part of
the government and civil society to tackle the declining air quality.”

The Times of India reported on 3 May 2018, that WHO has finally confirmed that Kolkata is the
second most polluted city in India after Delhi and the alarming trend that Kolkata's air quality is
declining faster than Delhi's. Hence the need was felt to study the long term trend in the level of
different pollutants in Kolkata. Though the most critical poliutant is PM,; as it reaches straight to the
lungs causing acute respiratory diseases, it could not be studied as long term data was not available
for this pollutant from the office of the WBPCB.
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Objective:
1) To study the temporal change in the levels of Parliculate Matter; NO, and SO, in the city for 10
years from 2007-2016

2) Tolocate the pollution hotspots by studying the pollution levels stationwise
3) Toidentify the prime factors causing pollution and their correlation

Literature Review:

® Astudy by Jana Spiroska , Md. Asif Rahman and Saptarshi Pal revealed that, Kolkata is most
affected by Suspended Particulate Matter (SPM), as expected in a mega city, which poses a
serious threat to its citizens.

® A study in the Citizen's Report Air Qualify And Mobility In Kolkata focuses on the vehicular
pollution in Kolkata.

® Air pollution level in Kolkata among country’s highest an article by Suman Chakrabortiin Times
of India reported : New Delhi may be reeling under severe air pollution, but Kolkata has not only
touched the country’s capital city but has also surpassed the city quite a few days in terms of air
pollution,

®  Ajointstudy by the British Deputy High Commission, UKAID and Kolkata Municipal Corporation
that was released in 2016 had found that Kolkata was already the fifth highest among major
polluted cities in the country. The study aiso finds that around 70% of the city's 15 million
inhabitants suffer from some kind of respiratory problems caused by air pollution. The study
specially mentioned that vector borne diseases like malaria and dengue as well as respiratory
diseases will rise in the city due to the increasing pollution level. This proved to be true this year,
with more than 50 persons dying from dengue and several thousand others affected.

Methodology:
»  Data for the assessment of ambient air quality in Kolkata has been obtained from the recorded

data from West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) and the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

> The daily data of all the monitoring stations were converted into menthly means and annual
averages forthe city as a whole,

> But while considering the temporal trend stationwise, only 10 stations could be taken into
consideration because only these have had a continuous monitoring for all the 10 years from
2007-2016.

> Offices of the Indian Meteorological Department and Motor Vehicles Department were visited
for 10 year's data onrainfall and registered vehicles plying in the city.

> Subsequently representative graphs have been drawn and the standard deviations and
coefficient of variability were computed and analysed.

>  Correlation between the prime factors causing pollution was also interpreted.
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Analysis:

For assessing the temporal trend in the level of pollutants for the 10 year period from 2007-2016,
three pollutants have been considered namely, Suspended Particulate Matter (PM.), Sulphur dioxide
(80,), and Nitrogen dioxide (NO)).

The following table compiled from WBPCB publication in 2005 shows the different sources of
pollution emission in the city:

SOURCE % OF POLLUTION EMISSION| Pm,: The most predominant pollutant,
Motor vehicles 51.4 Suspended Particulate Matter includes the
particles denoted as PM,, which float in the

Industry 24.5 air. It mainly consists of the coarse dust
Road dust 211 particles that are added to the ambient air
Area sources 3.0 from power plants, industries, household
Total 100.0 combustion, waste disposal and construction

activities. Fig No 1 shows that PM,, level has
increased in the city from 2007 to 2016 with a particularly sharp rise between 2010 and 2012. The
current trend is on the rise with the risk of crossing the permissible standard setby WHO. The level of
PM10 reduces substantially in the monsoon period because the rainfall brings down the level of
suspended particulate matter in air, Fig 2 shows the negative correlation between the two variables,
namely annual rainfall and PM,,, for 10 years from 2007-2016.

TEMPORAL CHANGE IN LEVEL OF PARTICULATE MATTER CORRELATION BETWEEN RAINFALL AND
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NO,: Nitrogen dioxide is a part of a group of gaseous air poliutants produced as a result of road traffic
and other fossil fuel combustion processes. Motor vehicles are the primary source of NO, in Kolkata.
Moreover, the worst-polluted trafiic intersections double the city's average poliutants during busy
hours. The vehicular pollution in Kolkata is attributed to a large number of automobiles plying daily
over only 6% available road space, causing congestion which reduces the average vehicular speed
and also results in heavy vehicular emission. The vehicular population in Kolkata has increased atan
annual growth rate of 4%, numbering 1.20 million in 2011 from 0.73 million in 1996. Private cars have
increased from 0.26 million in 2000 to 0.65 million in 2011, which indicates a 2.5 times increase. The
heavy concentration of private motor vehicles has been one of the key reasons for congestion,
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increased travel times, pollution, and accidents. In terms of available surface road length, Kolkata
has the least coverage, with about 1416 km, whereas the vehicular density is one of the highest,
nearing 823/km (Haque and Singh, 2017)

Fig 3 shows a marginal decline in the level of NO, since 2013. This is because the government's
decision to phase out 15-year-old commercial vehicles from plying within the Kolkata Metropolitan
Area and to make a transition from old polluting two-stroke engines to cleaner four-stroke engines
running on LPG are steps in the right direction. But much more will have to be done. This positive
correlation between number of registered vehicles plying in the city and level of NO, from 2007-2016
has been showninFig4.
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So.: Sulphur dioxide is a gas primarily emitted from fossil fuel combustion at power plants and other
industries. S0, has always remained lower than the permissible limit in Kolkata and thus is of lesser
concemn compared to other poliutants, However the temporal trend depicted in Fig 5 shows a current
rising trend in the last few years.

Summary of Findings:

TEMPORAL CHANGE IN LEVEL OF S0, . .
¥ Level of PM, shows a rising trend in the 10

16
14 —i—i—-—-—-E—-—-—a—-a year penod of study
12 —-502 | » Higher rainfall causes lesser level of PM,,
13 (ng/m3) therefore pollution level is lower during the
6 :? . N\ =2=STD MoNsoon $8ason
4 ¥ » NO, level has reduced mainly due to the
2 phasing out of old vehicles and use of cleaner
0 glgrglc"‘_lc\'lml‘rlmlwl - fuels
- T T - T T T o
REIAVNIKIKRSR i- | » Phasingoutofold vehicles and improvement

of public transport facility has improved the traffic situation thereby reducing the level of NO,.
> S0, level though well within permissible level till now, shows a rising trend lately
» Among the 10 recording stations depicted in Fig 6, Rabindra Bharati shows highest pollution
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because of its location off BT Road and proximity to the Cossipore thermal power station

» Baishnabghata station records a comparatively lower level of pollution due fo its location in the
fringe area of the city with lesser traffic congestion spots

STATIONWISE DISTRIBUTION OF POLLUTANTS (2007-2018) | Conclusion:

(ug/m3) Pollution levels in Kolkata are high and on
250 the rise. The city will have to take steps to reduce
200

motorization, so that it can deal with congestion
«PM 10 and air toxins. It is important o expand the
sNoz | infrastructure for buses and not cars. The
w802 | indiscriminate discharge of particulate matter
from industrial, vehicular and domestic sources
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2 -E E 2 g 2 & 'S‘ 2 - have resulted in the deterioration of the air quality
52§58 s 8§25 3 o | of Kolkata at an alarming rate. The situation is

a2 g a e f__" likely to aggravate if immediate ameliorative

measures are nottaken in this respect. The
environmental planners need to adopt the most cost-effective approaches to control industrial,
vehicular and domestic emissions considering the fact that Kolkata acts as a nerve centre providing
the lifelines that link the country together and hence should receive immediate national attention.
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METHODOLOGY : Empirical survey done on the basis of questionnaire and references to
secondary sources

Section

Election, at regular interval, is indispensable to any democratic system. The system of universal
adult franchise in India allows all individuals of 18 years of age and above to exercise their voting
rights to select their representatives. The Election Commission, an autonomous constitutional
authority (Art. 324), plays a pivotal role in administering the election process by ensuring free and fair
elections at various levels in the country. The body administers elections to Lok Sabha, Rajya
Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies in India, and the offices of the President and Vice-President.
Since independence the Commission has conducted elections for forming 16 Lok Sabhas with the
17" Lok Sabha currently in the process of formation (at the time of going to press). Presently, the

body consists of a Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora and two Election Commissioners,
Ashok Lavasa and Sushil Chandra.

17" Lok Sabha Election 2019;

The ongoing Lok Sabha election is being held in 7 phases with 900 million eligible voters
electing their representatives from 543 constituencies from 11" April to 19" May 2019. All 543
Members of the Pariament (MPs) are being elected from single-member constituencies using First-
Past-The-Post voting.

Facts and Figures of Lok Sabha Election 2019
1. As per the Election Commission of India, there are a total of 2,293 political parties with seven

"recognized national” and 59 “recognized state” parties. While the poll watchdog has the
mandate to register a political party, the electoral laws deny it the power to deregister any party.

2. Atotal number of 17.4 Lakh Voters Verified Paper Audit Trail (VV-PAT) units and 39.6 lakh
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) are being used.

3. The EVM machines and postal ballot papers have the photographs of all the candidates with the
party names and symbols.
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4. The Election Commission of India has setup 10,35,918 polling stations during the election.

5. The Election Commission has made it mandatory for the electoral candidates and parties to
declare their criminal antecedents.

6. In the 2019 general election, there are four main national pre-poll alliances. They are the NDA
headed by the BJP, the UPA headed by the INC, the grand alliance of regional parties, and the
Left Front of communist-leaning parties.

7. Ofthe above alliances, the one contesting in the maximum number of seats is the 20 party NDA.
NDA is contesting in 543 seats with BJP in 437 of them. It is followed by the 28 party UPA
contesting in 538 seats with the leading Indian National Congress contesting for 424 seats.

8.  84.3 million people are supposed to be casting their votes for the first time in Lok Sabha polls
2019.

9. 15 million voters between 18 and 19 years of age are supposed to be casting their votes in this

year's election.
10. Avoter can carry any approved identity cards to the polling station and not just the voter slip.
Phases of 17" Lok Sabha Election 2019
Phase Date Constituencies| No. of States and Union Territories

1 April 11 91 18 states + 2 Union Territory

2 Aprit 18 95 12 states + 1 Union Territory

3 April 23 116 12 states + 2 Union Territory

4 April 29 71 9 states

5 May 6 51 7 states

6 May 12 59 8 states + 1 Union Territory

7 May 19 59 7 states+ 1 Union Territory

A National Political Parties & Party Systemin India

The Constitution of India does not mention party system. However, Indian political system since
independence has been characterized by multiparty system although till late 1970s, the system that
prevailed was that of ‘one party domination in a multi-party systen’ due to the dominance of the
Congress Party across India. It was in 1977 that Congress was replaced by Janata Party at the
Centre but by 1980 Congress was back in power. Since 1989 that the formation of multi-party
coalition government emerged as a dominant trend in the country. From 1998 the seat of power has
been captured by pre-election alliance of multiple political parties. Since then, the regional parties
have risen in importance in the national politics. The unstable coalition of late 1980s came to be
replaced by stable coalition of late 1990s when BJP led NDA government (1998 to 2004) came to
power with Atal Bihari Vajpayee as the Prime Minister followed by the next two terms (2004 to 2014)

by Qopgress led UPA government until their replacement by the BJP led NDA government once
againin 2014 by the 16" Lok Sabha election.
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The national parties contending for the 2019 Lok Sabha election and their manifestoes are -

Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP)
BJP’s Manifesto - for 2019 election is referred to as Sankalp Patra.

® Double farmerincomes by 2022,
® Make India the third largest economy by 2030.
® Zerotolerance for terrorism, fund resources to strengthen national security.

Indian National Congress {INC)
The Congress released its Manifestor, titled Congress Wilf Defiver with following highlights

® Presenta separate "Kisan Budget® every year.
® Simplify the Goods and Services Tax(GST) regime.
¢ Introduce the Nyuntam Aay Yojana (NYAY).

Bahujan Samaj Party(BSP)
As per the party President, Mayawati, the party has not released pre-poll electoral Manifestos

but has attacked the Manifestos of the major national parties, both in power and opposition.

Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
The Manifestoof Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) has the tagline ‘Aao Mitkar Desh Banaye'.

® Complete loan waiver for small and middie-income farmers.
® Resumption of talks with Pakistan and discussion on terrorism.

AllIndia Trinamool Congress (AITC)
The Manifesto: of All India Trinamool Congress aims at

® Generation of employment for youths and students,
¢ Empowerment of women.
® Economicsecurity of farmers.

Communist Party Ofindia (CPI)
The Manifesto 5 of Communist Party of India strives for

® Right to work as a fundamental right by amending the Constitution.
® Increasing number of courts and fast tracking all cases of crimes against women in a time
bound manner.

Communist Party of India- Marxist (CPI-M)
The Manifesto 6 of CPI-M party aims at

® Protecting the rights of minorities to lead a life of equality, dignity and non-discrimination.
® Overhauling GST respecting the federal structure of our country.
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Section ll

Survey on Awareness about Electoral Issues and Agenda of National Political
Parties in the 2019 Lok Sabha Election
and a Graphical Representation

Age Group:17to19years Stream:B.A., B.SC, B.COM. Residence: Kolkata and Outstation

QUESTION 1: 1. Doyouhaveavoteridcard?
WA NB mC Ans. a)Yes-137
b) No.-85
c)Inthe process-78

QUESTION 2: 2. Which Lok Sabha election is being held in 20197
HARBBECHED Ans. a)14™-16.
b) 157-40.
c)16"-65.
d)y17"179

QUESTION 3: 3.  Which ofthe following parties is not a national party?
SAEBECEDEE Ans. a) BJP- 13

b) INC -33

c¢) BSP-101

d) AAP-94

e) None ofthese-59

QUESTION 4: 4. Whichfemale politician is not contesting in the 2019 election?
@A HB BC ®D [ Aps. a)Prlyanka GandhiVadra-74
b} Hema Malini - 55
¢) Smritilrani -28
d) Poonam Mahajan - 143
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QUESTION 5:
@A BB BC

QUESTION 6:
HA EHB

28%

QUESTION 7:
BA EB BC

QUESTION 8:
HA EB

QUESTION 9:
BA BB EC

5. Do you think the use of VV-PAT (Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trial) in
this election will make the election fair?

Ans. a)Yes.-113
b)No.-23
c) Can’tsay-164

6. Are you aware that political parties must present an electoral
manifesto prior to the elections?

Ans. a)Yes.-217
b) No-83

7.  Can Code of Conduct be effective in preventing the incumbent from
misusing their power?

Ans. a)Yes-104
b)No -54
c)Can’tsay-142

8.  Are you aware that the Election Commission has made it mandatory
for the contesting candidate to declare their criminal records through public
platform?

Ans. a)Yes-167
b)No-133

9.  Would such declarations prevent candidates with criminal
antecedents from contesting in future elections?

Ans. a)Yes-71
b)No-70
c)Can'tsay-159
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QUESTION 10:
HA EB HC

QUESTION 11;
mANBRCEHDEENF

QUESTION 13:
mA IB.&'C wD=E

QUESTION 14:
NANB ECEHDEE

19%

45% 21%

QUESTION 15:
BAEBECHED

10. |s the Third Gender community adequately nominated by political parties
to contest in the ongoing elections?

Ans. a)Yes-66
b) No - 106
c)Can’tSay-128

11.  According to you which platform is being used mostly by political parties?
Ans. a)Television-93 b) Print Media—-10

c}Radio-23 d)Social media—48

e} Rally-119 f) Others-Specify -7

12.  Which source of communication do you access the most to procure
information regarding the current election?
Ans. a)Social Media-108 b) Print Media =35

¢) Television—85 d) Radio—6

@) Others-Specify -2 f) Al of the above — 64

13. Which issue do you think is being highlighted the most by the political

parties?

Ans. a)National Security —99
¢) Gender Equality — 28
e) Others-Specify -12

b} Employment—- 103
d) Agricultural Distress - 58

14. Is any of the following issues has been politicized by the national political
parties ?

Ans. a)Demonetization—57
c)Caste Issues - 21
e} None ofthe above—24

b) Surgical Strikes —63
d) All of the above — 135

15.  According to youwhich coalition is likely to win 2019 elections?
Ans, a)NDA-147

b} UPA-64

¢) Third Front-58

d) Others-Specify - 31
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Observations

® Several eligible respondents are yet to receive their voter id card.

® They access different sources to get information about the working of political parties. But
students have a preference for the digital platform for procuring information.

® More awareness is required for the knowledge of national parties and women candidates
contesting the election,

® 49% of the respondents think that NDA has a higher chance of winning 2019 Lok Sabha
elections.

® Theywere reluctantin giving their opinion in some matters and have not specified other options
when they were asked to.
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