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The pasi one year, In lhe midst of the angoing pandamis, has bean
unprecedanted and Wwmudluous In ways that have redefined our kvas. The
Department, in cooparation and asskstance with difterent stakehokdars, haa
lngvated and executed scademic projects, wabinars and ntardaces to snablo
a spedal tegchingdaamlng experisncs.

itis heartening to nots the spirited participation and exuberanca of the shitants
and faculty in ambracing the ‘new nomal’. Thesa have fostersd bonds of
Bmpathy and compagssion for ifa to move on and for work to continue with new .
found raspect for tha valve of ‘now’,

Viritings for publication In 'Percaptlon’ have come despite odds in malntaining
& work life batance In Ihese trying clrcumstances. This adition i an embodimant
of hcpe, tlumph and resiience of e collective haman spirit.

_.Ip gralifuda for being whare we are aned far asverything we ore abda 1o do, my

best wizhee for lomamow o the entire Department. May we grow from strength

ko strangth. '



EDITOR'S DESK’

Il has been a convention of the Depanimant of Political Sclance owar the last fow years (o
release its prestigiovs journal PEHEEF"Ti{?H on he dale of Balaranl Da Memorlal Lectura, an
annuaf event to commemcorate the biFth annivedsary of the founder member of the Belaranl De
irt tha mamth af Saplsmber.

Thia vear, cwkng 1o the pandermic ol COYID -19, regular clasaes within the premices could
not b hekd, Likedise, the twin events of gbsening the Memoris! Lecture and releaze of the
Jourmal alsg got stalfed 1empgrarily, Leder, with lhe realization and evantyal acceptanca of the
naw normal, we decided 1o hald the mech-awaited Leciure program online bt o releaza the
Journed in print a3 we heve been doing singe the ncaplion of the samea.

Tha yasr 2020 marksd tha boartennial birlh anaverzary of lswarchamndea Vidyasagar,
A% way 0 pay homage 1o e egendary socded radarmarn, aducatlonlst and philanihropkst,
0. Mandar Mukbarjes, Departmenial Faculty has conlribuled a paper anliled "Sewasbohsyn-
Isswarchandra Vidyasagar™ which axplares Lhe various aspeacls of salf-karning which the HA
practiced in his lifa.

O the last, Twelfih Belerani De Mamorlal Lecture, the Dapariment was graced by 1he
prasence of Dr. Anlndya Jyotl Mejumndar, Prokessor, ODepartmant of nternational Ralstions,
Jadavpur Universily who spoke on the contenthous issues exparlanced by South Asla n recent
Umes. This volume consisls 3f an Absiract of The san.

Like other years. this me (oo Bve Journal endeavaured 1o be 8 document of 1he axisting
seenar. The ongalng Fandamew and resuiant lknckdown have deeply affacted all walks of e,
Ihe aducational sectiw nol belng an excapllon. Howewers. after the nitlal days, we quickiy shifted
o dwgital learning. Hence dmis lime, the student contributars have shaned their experences of
chdown iearning, of how lockdown has challenged humankind and how the latter has irlad lo
navigata and owarcome the same. Thus whike they have articulaled the difficulies of onlina
aducaton. Ihey have gizo apprecialed (ne banefits Il brings. Apar from focuging an digilsl
learning, we &lso kave 3 ghmpse of halr thowghts on the overall scanano created by keckaosm
and he situation of refugees i the wake of tha sama.

Thig epari, the aiudenls have gloo writtan reporls ol impartant avanls of ihe Collsgga and
Department andg rewewed bhooks and web -serieg, ralevant for dur Conlampaorary tnma,

Crea of the objecives Of PFER-CEPTICN has basn to snhanca the horlron of the reader's
¥isian. Wikl 1his walurma 1od, wa hopa b sefve the Same purpose.

On tha publcatan of His volume, 1he Depardment wishes to thenk whole-heariedly lhe
Maragemenl of the College, Ravered Principsl and vadued Facully memiers of the Dapartmesnt
of Pallibzal Sclanca, Br. aditl Day whoss conslant suppor and encouragament have bean cur
Eolrce ol Busbenance, | wish to axpress Ihanks 1o al the Faoulty mambers of the Depacmant
and tha studants, whe are e sdilors and contribiors of the Juurnnl Tha support of Pralirup
Prase, ourlong-time Pritibec, i algo noleworig:

Wishing gincaraly 1o gerve the resder, now and in fulture,

11.04. 2021, Dr. Dabokna Mukherjse
debolina 2008 Zgmedl, com
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DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES 2019-20

The year of 201 %20 hag bean unprecadentad in avary genge of the harm from academic
te changimg ones mindset and orientation 1 ladto 8 sudden BUapension of il aclivitias thal Lhe
academic communily has gal ascustomad 14 laking a5 granted and could never imagine, even
i wildast dreams, [0 come to a standetill. all of & sudden, :

oL, the umnimaginable did heppen bacause of a globad pandamic COVID-18 and an ensulng
nationwida lockdewn bringitg academic inshitutlons rnger 113 fold &s well. As educational
inalitubans are paces of congestion, it was deemed unsafe to allow physical cdasses. However,
learning centinued and Shrl Shikehavatan College. praving s resilience and positive spirit
ambraced he new normal' and adaptad ta digital learming So while in the pre-pandernic
pariod, the Depaniment carried out its raguiar ectivities like other years, with the onelaught of
the pandemic and lockdown. tha Departmant reariented itsell 1o suil the exigencles af tha
Changed realify. )

Tha Acsdamic Year of 2019-20 begen on 0672019, when |he Calage regpanad after the
sumrer recass. Shortly aftar on (4,07 2019, Bn Crismalion Frogamma was hald iorthe Stmester
I sludents of B.A and B S¢ sireems. This is tha Tird miroducton of the.rew studenilz with 1ha
teachars of all departments. The Foundation Oay of the Collegs was ohaarved on D607 ,2019
whera the Departmant of Political Scisnes had 12 students from the Deparimant as awsrdeas 0
various figks like academics, curricular and eulldrsl acllvities and wadarship activilies. Aftar
having this first official Intraduction with the College, the classes commenced from 09,07 20419 for
the Semester | and last batch of ilird Year (Annyal Syatem sludenis). Tha clagses or the Third
semester starled from 29.07.2019. The Department is full onoe agan with SmL Lvmi Gupta
having re-joined || after her Faculty Develooment Frogrameme keave in Novermber 20149,

In [he Tollowing manths, from August 2019 (he Ceparinenl was quils occupied with
pragrammas like Adlive Learming Dsy and Depsttmantal Frestera' Welcome, which wera
arganisad pn 22 682019 and 27.08. 2018 reepactivaly.

Atlive Leaming Oay - A programme dagigned 12 taks learning beyend the clossroom and
prepare sludenls I sxpreas Iemselves. thig year loa the programme wilnessad sagar
Aarticipallon and taamwork of allthreg batehes. They articulaied i views on Mahatma Croerwith|.
A BUrvey report was presented by the students on slaclion AWHENess among (ha firal lime
wamen voters of the Shri Shikshayatan College and & movin review on ‘Art 15 oxphared e
penetralive nalure of caste system in India. Anuppriya Mukharjea of Samester | was chosan an
the Best Speaker and Muskaan Goenka of Third Semesler was appreciated for hr compering
shlils.

Coparimantsl Frashare’ Walcomes - The Deparimental Freshem' Walcomae M an annual avent,
whereby Ina naw students are made (o fesl aa a part of the Caparimanist family with them




inirpducing themsahsas 1o the howse. This tima, in Ihe programane held on 2708 2049, the
Semagiar | studenls were takan through, ameng other presentatlons, a wtyal lour of Teir
luture journgy In ard wath tha Coblege and Dapartment.

Balanenl Dy Mamorial Laalurs : In Segiember. cank tha most awastad svent for (e Departmant,
the Twalfih Bafarard De Memorial Lectura on 08.09.2019. This year the Deparimant had Dr.
Anindya yali Majumder, Professor. Depariment of internetional Relgtons, Jadavpur Universily
4% Iha Speaker. Frodessor Majumdas illumingled tha audience with hix Insighlz on e conlturs
of polilical and pec-goategic relatkons in South Azla with special light on kndie. He anthraltad
the facully mambers and students aike.

Ralansa of the Qyparimental Journal : The same day of Balarani De Memorlsl Lectume also
marked Ihe relaaza gf the Dapanimental Journal PERCEPTION — Valume 10: 2018-19 {|1SEN:
#454-43531 . The Joumal was released by the honorary Speaker, Dr. Anindya Jyoli Majumdsr,
o reverad Principal Or. Aditi Dey snd Debolina Mukbeijes, Ediler atd Head of (ha Cepartment,

Third Year Farewall | Just as the Semester | sludanis ware welcomed by the Departmand,
Lhs llird Yeor siudens ware alo given a glonous Fargwell on 27.02.2020. After conlarng
Capartmerdsl Awards 1o the dessrving sludents in the categorles of  Academic Performance
AM and Aesthatics, Allendanca, Creatwe Wriling, Coordination and Leadership, Graghic
Prasenigtion and Editlng ard Public Speaking by the esieamed Frincipal Dr. Aditi Dey and
Ceparimantal Faculty. the students presented a cultural programma foliowlng which tha leachers
and the final year sludents ramenisced aboul ther [ourney over the last threa yaars.

Usirasing of [Hgitel Lewrning : Since March 15 2020, reqular classas could pot be hekd AMympre
in the Collage awing o the onslaught of ihe pandemiz COVID-19. However, as impadting of
sducation canmot wlop under any sliluation, the College quickly redrienied itsell and the teacting-
kambng process went digllal snd contineed vig YouTube videss where Ihe Daparomenial teachers
uploadad vidaus there and matenals on the College ponal.

Caresr Progreasion : Owing lo the pandamic, Iha Gradualion sxarmination of the final yaar
Balch got posipoened and was hedd ontine m Ociober 2020, 1L is & murment of pride for the
Caprriment that despile such Irying fimes. the siuteantls heve succassiuily placed thamsslves
for poarl-graduaie Bludiss in many promingnt insttubons iike Universily of Cakuna , Rabindra
Brwratl Linivareily, Indla Gandhi National Open Univergity , Bt Xaver's Gollege. Autoncmols,
Mumbai , S1.Xavier's Callege, Autanomous, Kolkata and Tala (nsttute of Spoal Sciences.

e
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Departmental Award B
B.A. Political Scionce Honours
{Lefi to Right)
Sakshi Tewar Roll. Mo, 158
Muskan Jaiswal Roll. Ne. 167
Shagufa Farook Roll Ho. 171
Madhura Son Roll. Mo, 238
Mahek Didwania Roll. Ho, 254
Shireen Gupta Roll, No, 284

SWASHIKSHAYA - ISWARCHANDRA VIDYASAGAR
( SANGBAD PRATIDIN : ROBBAR : 'SAWANG' 21 02.2021}

Dr. Mandar Mukherjae
Facully. Departrment of Bolitical Soience, Shn Sniksnayatan Colepa
Tranatation - Smi Subha Sarkar

Mo social being can be labelled as completaly ‘self-utored" as his appearance on garih s
guided by saveral pradeiarmined factors. Genslic, hereditary and environmental elaments play
a definite role in nis making, during or aven halore procreation. Mostly, these innate tralis start
getiing honed after his birth. Wa cannat write-off even a nondescript parson as hi is protectad
by thie groups with whom he shares his congenital traits, Evan than, whan we mark serm s A
“salf-tutorad’ we actuglly indicate lowards an phearvar or defarnder of an Bvenia which hag
psan keid-aul By him:; from where he would never deyiala.

Yeg, Iswarchandra Vidyasafar is one such perannallty, wiha b3 mal ondy & path-seller, but
alen an adamant pilgnm o his osn avenue.

Maturally. guestion arisas, in whal sense sheukd we call him " sell-tutorad’, whan o through
his growing age to altaining his academic litle Vidyasagar', he was mostly under the guidance
of his father Thakurdas, mother Bhagabati Devi and several other teachers and scholars, starting
from hig village school (o Sanskril Collage, Tharefore, we have to look for thal unique quality
which made him so distinguished that even Rabindranath had 1o apply such adjectives lika
inexhaustible humaneness’ and Yrwincible vigaur phrases, which Tagore did nol eyen
characlerse his father Debandranath with.

I should b kept i mind thal thede yera savara olher contamporary schilan who also
warned tha e Vidyasagar: besides, thers ward aminant statwarls llike Bhuday hAnik o prascibvay.
Rajnarayan Basu, Akshaya Kumar Dutta, Dinabandhu Mitra and sbhove a, Banklm Chandra
Chattapadhyay. Letit b acceptad beyond doutd inal lswarchandra became ralhes aminant in
hig lifatime and hiz fame widely touched bath lhe nalive and forgign [ntellactiuals,as wall &g, tha
literatas. & canismperary boak-starg ownar sHan ighas a parmanant buyar (W Gaganendrs
Math Tegora ta spand mare (ma with \swiarchandeg and afllows him frsa Beoass 1o 2l among
pilas of baoks and make his selaclion. ¥han ha raturng to his dwalling at Badurbagan after e
day, wa find him engaged m yarboras domastlc chorea like & common housenoldar; Theraby,
often rmistpken aa a cook or a gordenar by Strampers. This shows what an ‘out of the Hox'
characisr ha was, awaya cled n ol And clradiy,

Eubha Sarkar mn dlumna of Vv Bharatl ard & fomwer Heed of e [sdiution of Ga] Basu St
AuNka Yidyamandir Sevt. Hponsntad Schoot,
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Whatevar wegllh he mads was complelely sell-aarned, His righleousress was nol 10 be
lamished by the allure of wealth or rengwn and power. This was 8 figure. 1erribly adamant,
unyiedding. pragmatic and hard-toiling. As a8 resull, slarting from the age of Iweanty crs Ll his
damiaa, this personality radEies strangth of chargolar and CoMmkassion b Rumanily,

Now, haw could thesa individual qualilies digtinguish him as 'seli-tutored After all,
Understanding, Faslinge, Empathy. all thase are mastly inherant quantles. we do nol ukuglly
need o aoguire’ But in his case, he Surpasses his own |Imits through continuouws conzcius
pectice, 10 such an extanl, that hls ideas and warks signd high to over-shadow The aclusl
perso. Ha becomms ans with his own values, and in the process. wa find nim amgry, rervelling
and adlamanity adharant io his belief. This 15 how ha becomeq salfdulored in his awn way.

The foremogt element that goaz indp his making is tharough experlise in ol his works.
Whichevar praject he look in hes hands, abweys finished it Ihrough grusling sasarcise. Vague
Idsas did ol appeal lo him. He snlarged his sphere of work through conlinurous thaslenig
touwnards parfeclion. His first boak wark publizhgd balors ba Beceme an avowed Social raformaer,
in which he made necexzary changes in all Iwanly one dubsaguent edilions. Same is naled in
his chalee af subjects for his books. Ag sopn &5 he wined Farl William College as a civilian
Ikcturer al the Bge of twenly one, ha was 83sigred io wits lax-hooks in pengali. And whw did
he chocse Betal Panchabinsair above all 7 Was || bacauss thay were popular stories of folk-
taks nature 7 Or because he was reminded of king vikramadivsa by the book . 'Bairish Singhasan’
wilthan by his predecesior Mrityunjoy Vidyalankar 7 |1 may be the casé, he was inspired by the
slea of ‘quardian class’ of Plato's ‘Republic’, and wanted to bring forward the idea of 'continuous
seff-improvement’ until bacoming @ parect soul (Betalsiddha) it is not hard to guess that he
wak Quile acquainted with Plato or Machiavedii and Kautilya through the library books of Sanskrit
College. The magazine ‘Parlthenon’ published by the followere of Derozio In the neighboring
ﬂﬂ“ﬂgh must have signaled strong ripples to his alert mind, A continuous process of seasch and
improvement faid the foundalion for conscious exercise of intellectual property

Qains through sslf-tuielage are his hard earned agsets [hat get refiectsd in all his
subsequent works, social or inlelteclual, Drafts for refgrms lik : Hindu Widow Remarriage. Age
of Consant Bil, Megakty of Polygamy, all wara drafted afier thorowgh comoaative study and
sgcuring verdict frarm pundils af Koshmir 1o Nabadwip From then on b bécame the centes of
hot disputes and controvarsial agumenis. But this process of dexlerous comparative judgenent
snd rejection, yielded a sense of pragmalism. He did nor iry to tring abqul any sudder
thoughtless reform exercising his lame and position, which will nod be |amgely accepled That 1t
why he earned eager support from his colieagues when he joined Sansiril College 85 the
Principal. Ha starnly removed the wortniess Secrelary of the college. The ngarcus rmative
process generaled such confdence in him, that he claimed that teat-books suthored by him are
suparior in quality and should felch higher price. Success of business of his books Wrned the
readers from Grub Sirest (Boi-lola) to Colege Sireet.

MNow, he went for projects likz reforming Bengall Language. 18 punctuzions, collaction of
Bengall synonyms, simplified Sanskrd Grammar Book, Bengal Text-Bagks on Mathematics,

i w

and intreduction of nacessary curridulum for larning thisa lIanguaoes al the same lime. Reforms
in ihe method of aduzaion reached him to his held of social endeavours. Hare we fing Rim
adamantly uncompromsing. More relorm reans the mare and more disputa apdd conflicl. This
ghows mat only his siict nghiecusness. bul slsa his indemitable otrage. Ha did not allow ihe
rulers to wse ha pualding af Senakol Callaga as 8 shelter for Brilish solgiers duting Sepoy
Mutiny. He gicod against them wher thay dedided to move all cremalorivms of the cily to the
ELburks. His undaunted courage did nal care whether he was confronted by the rulers, the rlch
ar the infugntial. This caurege kepl him free from becaming 8 Nag-hasrar of any dogmalic
religion, He would niot fit inta any piven definlion of a ‘theist’, ‘aineist ar ‘agngstic'; fer, Lhe
foundayon of his caurags was inlellact, logle and & desply humandtatan mind and consclencs.
Hea reaclad wiath equal boldness againg both The opposite rellglous stand-paint of Radhakantia
Deb and Dabendranalh Tagora. ‘

Ingtead of sacuring personal gains from Ihess disputes, he would ralher zever R tes with
them ard Dacome ispdated. He used the aame yardstick for one and all, leavlng no scape for
prefergnital iraatment towards any estabilshrment, instiution, person ar his own farmiy. Remainng

52 firm o hie stance. calls for absglute courage indeed., His fetihright stend Ignorsd Al oritlcism
and evan thraan 1o his lita.

&L the szme time, ha randared his dulies and reaponehilllas impartially bowards ail and
KeplL paying gFf 1ne dues all through his [ife. In &pite of 8arnng a havoc amount of money, when
hé had 1o baar the burden of debl. he did ral seek any respite from his Gnancial dutias.

On the gther hand. ths rigid unyee|ding igure goes 8l aut te cresle a clrcls of ike-minded
IHends for free and spontaneous axchanga of ideas. They dedicaled books 1o each ather. want
to 608 pliys aulhored by any of them and a0 on, [RilaGyes Ioward paraanal halp of any Matures,
fimanclal or legal, were mastly 1sd by Iswarchandra. ;

Ma reallzed fram the beginnmg Ihat ‘canflict' is a precondition for reedam, A COMtrowsrial
figure like Madhuaudan or a dispuled gne like Kaliprasanna was acceptable e bl on tha basis
af their mesil and intellect, bul frankly sdmiiied whenever thars was a discord,

This Imrmeasurebly excepbaonal parsandlily was doomed 1o a lifs of desclals {aalation,
Abandoming his family, sociak lita, politics, lar from avarything, e fad 0 take rafuge ambdst
untaibng sohtude. Sureplitlous flow of politlcal equations had starkeq meking way thiough the
procass gl agoial refems. Individusl value-judgmenl was pyshad 10 a back saat by podltical
IrIUpH3 M, where numbers matterad mast; Tighl of wrang’ staried baing judged from & dilfaren
PErspEChisa.

Ha tock his lnave quite lonmally; wiote ietters to el bidding tarewsll and mads neCALINry
arangamenits for all depandenis. He 100k alorg with ham only hi human values whan b LT
rofuge Amgng tha almpis tribal folks of Karmetar, a far off pace, where b lived an sasier Nia B

‘he end.

Much tater, gaing ihrsugh Ihe pagan by Mahatma Gandhi, It oceuered to me that his
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cheansing oparalen was father tlass o Iswarchandra's ik-long afforts. In alarger senss, this
conbnuous process of discarding debris and dirt 12 parl of cleanliness, after all."_n'nra try I hasp
our clathing, ylensils, furniture, rooms, Loilets and garaans clesn and tidy,; [kewise, we sholdd
claants our nbellectual faculthes by purging (he dabris. If we dont Kesp i up 88 & conlinuows
peocass. stale and culdated obcts and arlicles will turn the Iraw-flenwing river inte a slegrant
pewer. Af g micro eved, (1 trus Lhal when wo keap our own mind ard saf, cur social anvironment
chran, our sciiviles lurn inio & clsansing operation. Likewiss, removal of meen and E-Fiﬂﬂﬂ
pracibcas from aocialy. ks Gos such programme ndesd. Thass doys, when we find undesirable
polilical intprfargnce in all metlarg of life, we surmiz4 whether this apprehenmon drove

Iwnrchusicira peeay from urban sockaty]
Pertiags, wa should slert thinking. how far should wa aliow polltice i polule our sockaty.

Today, wiven w o 10 saslusis bim, we sither defy him Lo tha leval of God of dikmibes him
B & udenhl® of Wr. Marshud] ot Forl Witham Cotieps. Now, wiven wa have raachasd ha bicemienary
o hia Birth, H i G b0 re-avaiuale him from & neulral slandpoing, detpcfied fom all netitutonal
peripoctives, snc delermine whal acluplly his ssif-carrird sasnd is, Wiy did Rabindranath write
that he suNered purdshmaent of Wid-conacpuaness 7

Actumlky, this supar-conschence B mHe sarning fom gal-lutekage which has kindneas,
compasson, hard-toll, honaaty, prowsss sed G of nkedloct in adl s Byers. Ha |3 an sxcaptional
indwidual and slso an nsihulen gt 1 dame Gme. Perheps, this telfs os, why we donolfind &
succassnt Of Vichasagar, for, such individuaie (eave no SCope (oF QALY

I
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SOUTH ASIA : TRENDS IN CONFLICT AND COOPERATION
(THE TWELFTH BELARANI DE MEMORIAL LECTURE ABSTRACT)

Anindya Jyolt Majumdar
Frofessor, Depadment of ntarnational Ralatong, Jadavpur Linlvarsity

Conlemparary Saulh Asia exhibits trends thal ane loaded with various possibilitlas, Scholare
tend te argue tha! South Asis is one of tha prarest, conflict-prone, least integratad and heavily
milerized ragiars of Iha warid. As aresul, secty calcudations often override issues of demacracy
promekb, aconemlc priorties and culivral bands in the region which axplaing why regionaiism
has faiked to flounsh. Al the same time, it is pointed oul that economic growth and mutual gaina
depend on a high level of interstate cooperative norms and miorecvar, impanding ecological
disaslers from climate change might call for unprecadented levals of cooperation among the
Soulh Asian states in near future, Within this broader contexl, the stales In South Asia are
confronied with new challenges & the warkd i in continuodrs @nd 1he contempanry s ahvays
diffarant from fhe pastin Warms of the nature of challenges and Iha responses caled o

South Adla is mired in geopolitical narratives. To borrow the expressions of the Critical
Geopedltics Schoal, geography is aboul power and it |s the product of histories of struggle to
decupy. organlza and adminislar space. South Asia is no exceplion, Analysts did always focus
on the fact that smaller Souln Asian states are geographizally arranged arund B dominani
Indlan core and that has created sither India-phobia or India-fonia among them. While the
allempl has been made to make gecgraphy responsitde, it was always antwined with
peychalogical elamen! of suspicion of how othar states perieiva Indlan ntenstons .’ amit pdes
and policias and how they respond. For axample, the incessanl India-Pakistan rivairy is lakan
as constanl in South Asian politics. Howeaver changing geopolitical narraiives are supsrseding
the old ones. As China emerges as a new actor in South Asia. the smaller states in South Asia
lnday are sel te derive benefits from an Indla-China competition though an ntenee game of
balance could bacome defrimental to the interaste afthe smailer ptales il Ihe price of friendship
demanded by the squalizer proved to be coadly.

Economic progress and Elrategic partnerships might not maks emarging India a reality
unless It organizes and administars the Indian Ocean space, This may nol be equated with
hegernonic Bmbltions but nesds (o be undarstood as a condition for growth. While Indfa requires
a secure periphery and should emerge as the trade and transit core for the subcontinent, within
the politico-strategic anvironment marked by wiolenl extremism and proxy war, change in
leadership lemparament and increasing Chinese penatration in Soulh Asia, paradiplomacy,
sub-regionalism and trans-reglonalism ars gaining momantum whera South Asia as 2 regkon
ceases lo ratain its significance as one-self-contalned geopalitical unit.
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ABUL FAZL : A LEGACY FROM MEDIEVAL INDIA

Muskaan Goonka
Semesber ', Depariment of Polilical Science .

In & img when ihe ko sboul saclaly and kingship ware eontinuaueky avalving, Abul Fazl
el Shayk wal an axeaption fiam The tonvenlignal contemporary Uhoughl rends because
of hks liberal alliude and humenitsnan approach. When the medieval Ialamic thought about
kihgehip was focused only on Ihe pre-gminence of the king and his divine dutlas, Fazt ook e
untrodden way In diferently dafning 1he duties of ibe king &nd amphasizing the Importance of
the subjects of Ihe sama.

Abul Farl, author, licaral thinksr, snd sacratary 10 the Mughal Emperar dkbar, wgs (heg
yoursger brothar of the court poet Feyd! Bnd the second yon of Shavk Mubarak Nagawrl —one
of it moat dstinguished scholars of Rig ags in India andg Ihe guthor of B commeniary on the
Ruor'an Mambal Nafb'lsal-Lyvan, He was born on 14Lh January, 1551 at Agra, where his fedher
trnc Battod an & teacher In 1543 Hia tremendous knowlddge and wisdom could ba afiributed 10
fiz palarne tsachings. He cwed his studile achokarshim and baranily of ouliooh ngaly 10 the
treviring ghven by his Ether. By bis 151h yaar, he hed studied religious sclances. Greak thought
and mypickm; but faemal sducallon dign't aalaty ing yaarnings aF his ook aed for did the
oo ox faidh bring nim sphitual solece. YWhils studying in hils fathers school, he spanl hic ime
In axlangiva reading, deap madilition. shd fmaguant digougslons of rdligious questicne. His
pursulin seam to havs made him eomathng of & socal mistil, howaess', S0 By s B feor wiis
20, tva had almeady emberked ¢ha e of skcelic withdrawal. However. ha 1oon fellinle depressan
and was pulled cut of 1he same by hia kends.

Hiy wass prosnibed al T courd bn 1574 by hin brother Faydl, who was o posl laseate af the
courl of Akbar, Through hie wit and skithil parussive ailrbules, ha scon gaiad high fawor
with Akbwr, What brought him fo promingnce and a3 an inlegral part of the sludy of history
Hodiry Wit hia scholany snd loglical defsnse against tha palitical tioul of the LNamas. Ths religious
tHecullsion which starisd in Lhi 'Tbedat Khana' in 1875 guve him the opporlunity 1o do this. His
Hbaral atikugs ned only hdped tha gubjiects bul also freed tha Empercr fromm the requiremani of
having & redighous sanclion backdng hin declsiany and Lhus siding to secularize the than pediticar
culture of ndk. This reduced 1he political dominatlon of tha Ulemas. Fazl was significant In
bringing abxut thadr Ltimebs pollical downkall by the dralling pomulgation of the decres (Mahdar)
in 187%, which rwaaied Akbar wilh i sulharily of dackding poimnts of differancs catwaen ths
iheciogiand. The IDedal Khans oSN Gbem o Rdve peduaded Akber 1hal Iha Parslsn-
speaking nobtiny shouk ba famitiar wh 1he Hteracy Ingaey of 198 aon-Mosiim cullures. To this,
the Emparar astabiahad 1 bureau supsrdied by Abul FAZ| 1o provsde Persian ansialions of
profound works from the Hindu snd olher relighous treddions.
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Ha ragarced all creads as inherantly possassing the Eama universal Iruth. Mot ondy diid ha
¥iew (e Hindy falin a3 essantially monothelste, bul he idenbfied The obiec worship in Hinduism
wnd A othae religions, including islam, as on and the same deily. The Prag mEtic reason was
for ihe innovalion of such B pan-Indian ideslogy which other religioud views had nol smaght bo.
Abul Fazl's cosmopahlaniam, howaver, exacted a Pigh Cagll though he (alked abauw? lilem
baing universally Irue, he coukin't prove it to be sxclusively (rue. For his, the condareiive
Mualim gpinion branded hirm ae apostats or herelle, Yal he mpined wiptrtad,

Fezi wanled a separation between religlon and poliics, And il idesl of his was schisvad
Ihengh the praaching of allegance to Akber by tising above any mdighows conalralnia. At tha
sama tme aaving thal Akbar's royalty was light emanating from God eormmunicaled to tha Kings
wilhowr the Intarmediate agsistance of anybody, The e Ling (oysity el in seemad 13 hve bosn
modabed on the Sull pir-rurid relations hip in which the disgipie pledges absolule obadlsnces and
devolian o his masier. Tha chosen among Ihe disciple would be thoss who attsined (he our
degreas ol devotlon'. IL was with this spint of univarsalism (hal Akbars government hed
accommadaled diverse culural groups Inta a stable adminstrative and military sysiem 15 sneure
repraaentalion and pescs. These wall-articulsted and palsnity thought idess of Abul Fazl heve
Pravitked the [Draational grourds of indepandant India's secular ang fralernalicacicglas. THl dote
i remalns the most Er-reaching and accaphsd principls Into wse, leaving a legacy, I

In 13945, ha was deputlzed (o Dacean for selling compax political and mililary affars. Ha
proved himsell extraordinary by skillbully solving the compiaxiiias of the siualion st hand |n
Deccan, a place whera the Mughat Empire was rerning ta ewpand. Assassing ihe axemplary
capabilitles of Fazl, Pringe Salm, succeasor ta tha thrane, platted to kIH bim. He was kiled an

22 August 1602, 10 Lhe ageing Akbars diamay. His revered head was sant to Jahangir and his
bowdy was buried.

_ Abul Fazl served as Akbar's spokesman par excellence, shaping, artleslaling, and
immaortalizing the |dsaks championed by the Emparor, a circumstansa congegquaniial of {he
fmtelul corrasponding political and réligious views of the kuos men. Fa, with his scholarty
background and wize interpralation of tyetems and Bahavioyr, providad ko be e suitable
DppDNanl Akbar neededd W stand in the faca of nls difficulties. A fivm belewar n God, Fagz
baligved that here could be no relationship between man and God excepl that of servilude en
the part of the lattar. Though be ragarded farmal warshlp s hypocrisy; ha balisved that tharg
WErE many ways of serving lhe Lord and only the diving Blessing could reveal the Truth. Hie

igilh in baing at "peace with ail" involved nel anly the tolaration of all religlons bul Blso lave for
human Baings.

In additian to his elaborals and preclse immaculate documeantation work: Fazl's enduring
fame resta on the production of Ihe magnificent Akbarnama and its concluding soction Ah--
Akbarl, aong others, The influence of hig e and work on tha subagguent hslary of lhe Indian
subcontinent Nas baen encimous. As an ldetdoguae, ha ariculated the thowghis of his palrons
but went further: Ha portrawed Akbar aa embodying the {ranian ides of Ihe divinely sanclionad
Manarch and the Sofiideal of the Perfect Man. Sinca Akbar could provide ke ihe matenal and
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gpirfluzl satisfaciion of his gubjacts, ha cowld ba truly fegardad as the "Perfect Man®, in his
gpirion_ In auch & procasy. he mada 3 egacy for the empira as wall as a glory of Akbar hat
habpad Ina #mplre sugtein throunh the [ster genarations. As an histarian, he Broke ndw groonds
by including secular and retipnal views In lhe assasismnend of the past, using widaly fanged dala
saurcas. Baing an axemplary wieldar of pen in the a0 of epistolography, he developad & disticlve
stylw that has traan tzught in Indian schaols for centunes. Howevar, his Majer iMportance was
a5 a Insofist who developed an ideslegy nel anly for the Indian ampice ruled by Ahbars but for
tha Mughal clilzaticn In (he Broades| sense.

Bourcas
ook :

- m Chandm, Satsh, (£4), 2008, Hurigh;. Stgte and Socisty in Madwyel India. Quckard Linivanelly
Press, Mew.Dalhi, pp . 292-295 '
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m'fAanmsH NARAYAN'S TOTAL REVOLUTION

Mandini R
Eammgrer V7, Creparimant af Pailical Sciencg

Total Rewpdudion (Sampaorna Kranli} was tha st mtelbctusd inkervantion of Javaprakash
Marayan, tha prolific soclo-pelitical aclivist in Riz parpatual quasl to sesk snd ssiablish such & _
socio-acoromic and political order in ke country that woukd twrn lndla Inlo 8 democratls, Federal,
participalory. squilable and praspercues nation in ihe world: Harayan once stated 1hat Talal
Revalution [$ 3 comblnalion of §aven revalutions — polilical, sodial, econgmic, culiurel, deologlcel
ar inlatlzciual, educational and spimugal; and he Main molss was to bring 2 change in tha
axIsting Lociely 1o maka it commensurale with he eals of Sarvedaya. Ha had 3 vary idealistio
naticn ol socly and ok s i (Rt endeavour, ha shillad from Marziam (o Socialan and later
Towardy Sanvodsya, concepluaised by Mahalma Gandhi es an inherilanca from John Ryghin
and brought ta life by Vinoba Bhabe in posl-indapandant India.

Envisioning a sociaty atlempling o guareniee avaryone's welfpre based on unselish
mativea, Marayan worked towards ravival of the Indian society. Such socletal regeneralion was
I come vie peaceful means, Despile balng an aclive membar of Congress Farty, Praja Socialist
Farly and later Janata Party, he laler withdrew himaelf frem power politics. This howevar did not
sigmly abstingnce on Jayaprakash Narayans part while ihe countty had been solfeting tom
qrowth and downward penatrahon of saciaf 2nd paolilical degenecatian advarsely impacting ciyil
litarties and palitical freedom of 1he paople. In Gidad to improve the then exisling siluation,
desplle his age, he embarked nn 1he tazk of working towards bringing in a complets change in
the palhical ard economis life of India. "

Tna concapt 0f Total Revolulion wag for e first Gime evolved by Winoba Bhave duning the
1380s. Inilially, ha Inied to organize peopa and make IBam carkdiows or awara of the silualion
and Ihen appealad o he leaders. Howevar, with ng responge. he began o organize The youlh
o gave demozracy from degensralion and called thiz revglution as Total Revolutlon, The
memenium 1o the movemend cana when thera wara agitations in Gujare end followed in Bahar
as weldl,

lrv 1974, the Bihar agitalions spiralied inlg madave prolests by Ine paople Lo bang abaut a
changs in Lhe palitical, social and adycalional syslam. &1 ths Junclure, Jayaprakash Narayan
annouwrced & e rold plan of aciion thal aimed 1o paralyze ihe admirisiration, Inircductlon of
Gram Swaraysa and eslaohsnng people’s gavernment. Explaining the lerm peoples gevemment’,
he stated that it wouk] be s small unil of damacracy al IR village, panchayat, or tha blgck {ewsl,
at af the threa bavels, if pogsible Jayaprakash Marayan's motive behind charging up the students
ol Bihar wat v bring gboul a complela change in the entire governmental slruclate and e

' Prasenily in S¢magtar v

villw




ayalarm ol Inddisn pality. 1t ig far (his regson he colled |1 a Tolal Revolulian aimlng fowerds g
complels overhauling of the aysiem.

Jayaprakash Marayen fell molivaled 2 maobilise people in 1975 1o work Iowards the Tolal
Revziution i ordes 1o sbEm the rof craepany (nte all aspacis of pubiic hie 3nd creale 2 whoks na
worhd encompassing the baslc elemanis of soclo-asardmic and pobktlcal order that he bad bean
edvcating. The Emergency sethng of 1975 compeled by disasters ang imptementad by he
Indira Ganghi Gevernment pravided (ke immediata impatue for his call For Tolal Rewalution. In
fact, hia call e Sampooma Keant became the rallying ory for the movement Bgainst Indira Gamndni's
Govemnment. Through his call for Tatal Revolution, he called for efecting and deepening an
imfzrmed constinusness of Ihe masses fr ansunng ihe Mol kapstrmation of ihe entire syziem

Lika Mahatma Gandhi, ha also experimanied with hig pwn belafs tazted his nellons and
modified his deas, Ths nkerent conltadictions within perliamentany demotracy mads hm lose
any falth h had in il Ha opined That demacracy gives ro assurance for a betier life Lo Lhe
pecple. He oplned thal onky a peaceful revolulion could bring abowt 1he required changas n
soClety, Henoe. in Nis conceptualisation af Tatal Revglution, he was firm on reforming he 2lecioral
£y3tem kN guch & way Ihal the paopla can vote in an incormyptibie mannar aad N sccord ance
wilh Ihelr fres corscience. Moraoar, in soth & sysiem, there wowld be no place for polllical
paclas, and the cenlralzabicon al gower wolkd be effectively cutbed by having greatest pogsible
diffusban &f polliical powers 1o wanous levels of Government. Jayaprekash Wargyan was also
conwvincad of the perverse &ffacts of the concentrasion of economic power in1he hands of ey in
the sociely. He, tharafore. called for utal recashng of the econcmic sysle m af oountry g8 well

Jayaprakash Marayan highlighteo the proclem of price rise as ona of e mapor 1argets of
Talal Revglulian, resulling in poss: ble impoverishment and malnawrishrnenl of paaple, keeping
in view their inabilily to pay-for the exerbitantly high prices of essential commodities. Al the
sama lime, he was akso fonhright in eredicaling (e exsling soclat inegqually in Ihe country by
putting a full stop o the digcrimination amongs! the peopde on the basis of religlon and casta.
Few paople trlad to lake recourse to some gort of violenl malhods s carrying ot ihe movament
tar Tttal Revalution, Bul Jayvaprakash Marayen was firm in s conviction ihat Total Revolution
coyle! be Broughl aboot only thegugh peaceful and nonviclent seluntary aclhans on the part of
tha people.

Arguing for a mixet! ecenomy Fpr Indie, Jayaprekazh Marayan agpired thel the acenomic
dispensation af 1he country must be atds kb provida for tha necessitias of people ke food,
clothing and eRalter. His ikaa of sampaiidsenwsas was 8 call for the sharing of ones waallh and
BEONOATIIC rasources in sLeh awey that il wilisgtion would Eeneht the [arger secllons of paople
ralher than ansuring atfluance for & few. Ha suggested that the hrsl and foremest 1ask of tha
Sareod ayn workar wizukl be bo decentralise the pollilco-economie siruciwe’,

He lak cul a plan for tha swvemenl, on how the revalulion should proceed owards (s
daxtimatkon with Ihe insislance on pudlie rdoeation, and conatructive programmes congishing af
craaling congclousrass aboa st oo spcisd evile panvading India such as dowry systam. caste
conficts, communallan and unkschability. He strongly believed that fer demoeracy to be a
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lively and effective ingtrument 1here 13 an brgent nead for 2 strang appositlon . powarie putic
aplnian, free and kearless press, idecicgical and moral pmssur‘e from e academicians, md
le3de uniong. Theg required a reonentation of the psyche of e populaca and ha, in fecl, adyvlead
1he peaple tg revise their thinking and atiitude Iowards danocratic funchioning in Indip,

Jayaprakash Narayan's notion of Tolal Revalution has been copcaplualisad and presenied
in 3 comprehenzive manner, HIS commliment to socialisl and humeniahc waas i@ manifast in
the igea of Tokal Revglulion. Me was aming at uprooting of corruption from pedilical and social
lifer in [ndia and &l subsequent il &ffacls associalad wilh the mot maledy. Ths apart, he wanbed
tor craake conditions whergin he marginahsed people, living balow the poverly ine could ba
empowersd enowrgh to have access 1o the basle tminimal necassilies of life. In tis lighl, tha
Total Rewalution was, for him, 8 devige for brnging aboul a Gandhian humenist version of an
ideal Indian sociatly.

‘India of my dreams 15 a community in which every clilzen participalas in tha affairg of (e
cammunity. |t s 3@ communily in which ha waak are orgenized and awakanad 1 implemend
rafarms and 10 keep Aan eya on (Re fulars . ilis A community in which the peophe have 3 tlghl
ta an opperiunity to bring them ta book if thay go aslrpy in which offlce is nol baoked upon as 2
privilage, but as & trusl given by the people .. in shorl, my vision is of a free progressws And
Gandhian India,” However, his drean remained unfulfilled despite his long stregghe throwghoul
his life.
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PANDEMIC AND LOCKDOWN : IMPACT ON NRC REFUGEES

Mugken Jaimwal’
Bt Xavier's Coltage (dwtonamous), Kolkala

An ungesn Bnd Sruggling stary of 1.8 million people (Assam, January 2021) regarded a9
"D-Valers' arain the slale of acute deprivation al mullifaricus levels, |1's a recilal of the ‘lef-ow
and ‘ool of glare” Mationgd Reqister of Cilizans {NRC) refugess amid [ockdown and past loctkdown.
The wraih of ratural calamiies seems mara catachysmic Ihan the polical and social tatastraphs.
Acudlnous pandermic hes suceumbed the "Warkdly Cilizens” irespactive of its race . caste, class,
nallon, 1anguage, rellgion, ancesy or culture whets "Woddly Raflugees’ have hecoma an
increditdy vUinarable papulation who reed o get prolected, for thair own safety g3 much as for
thet of the communily that hosts them. Heace, il becomeas pertinent 1t giva vpice to the unheard.

MR of Assam is a list of Indian Gt 2ans living in the slate of Asaam. The Cillzens’ Ragister
sols oLt 1o idantily foraign nationals i the slals that bordarg Bangladesh and also upgreds it 1o
wad ul illegal Bangladeshi and nelghbouring immigrants. The eve of Bangladesh ¥var, 2 chaotic
geowaphic-politicel evenl whch egcoried vmplaan unregislered crigis, anlanghng lives of
humans acroce borders where Freedom dd wot lavor the deatiny of NRC Refugess, wha had
reen polilically victimized and Incessantly tatgeled by various chaing of temporal weaclogleal
&venls; ba il Nellis macsacre or Assam bMovermenl brawling owver iand righla. inguistic, cultural
and social righls and al=o prolaclion ovar the state's rasources, heritege and blo-diversity

The process of pdating of the Regisier began oilowing a Sepreme Coarl order in 201 3,
wilh the atale's ngarty 33 mililan people having g prove Ihat Ihey wars |ndian nalionals prigr to
March 24, 1971 {analogous Io Assam Agoord. On Auguat 31, 2019, thae Gnal updsied 1lst of
NRC broughl hopes and asgrations 1o abaut 2 million paogle bul ke 19,086,657 lakh paople
who were excluded frarm Ihe lolal population of 3,29 oroee population of Assam, il breughl &
wave of dlamey and exislenbal crisis. ]

The untd and inexplica e challanges facad by tha refugees who naeded to prove thejr
citizanship at the time when tolal Inckdown had baan declared in view of pandemic situation
need 1o be painledly menlloned =

®  Harsh waves of flogds in Agsam, torrentlal rain, waler-logging and  1andslides Braught
population shift-getlings to hegh 1and, saving their ouses. According 1o Assam State
Clsaster Management dulhoelty, the mosl aBacled areas intiuged Barpeata, Kamrup,

' Farmar Horows student of the Dgpariman of Political Science (£017-20 batch). Prasenlly purswing
WA in Politlcel Seiengg at 84, Xavier's College (Autonomous], Kolkats
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Kokrathar, Morigagn, Bongaigeon, Goatpara, eic. which weérn emong the 23 worst siacied
disfricts wihere the refugeds reside in mom manbars. = .

Damane of Permanent Liabity Momes dus (o the incessant Nood and axcess releass of
walarflows ffom Bhyutan's damg in downsiraam amas afiected s danizens majory.

With the declargion of a nalion-wide Lockdenem from 2500 karch. 2020 far the safeky of
the cilizans, brought problems invelving In proving cilizenstup at newly designated 200
Forssqn THounals withim 120 days due lo deteyed igsuance of rejacion slip by NRC Seva
#endra which was suppesed to farm Lhe base far thair appesls in future cour! proceedings.

Dlug 1o hegh land shift settngs end damage caused 1o Bair homes, many might have st
tha datumenls which was Intended 1o provide them with thelr descandance poofs.

Inguffician] sanlEry condtiorns and 'puae:lslh'lg haahh izzues mugsl have made tham mors
vuinerabls, aspecialy the women and dlseaged. As, in Rahwd Karmakar's articls published
hy The Hingdu an August 1, 2020, it is slalad ihal how UMIGEF on the 00| D19 beckdrop
and the Assam floods have had povided fechnical support 1o the Assam Siata Disasoar
Management Authority to addrase Iheir spesilic requirements during such smergancy
especially child-lflandly spacas (CFS) were ingluded as an intagral parl of the relial camp
mananement oysiem like that ol Bangladash's Roningyas and Kurds of Syrla but was thal
intended 1o provide o MREC Rafugess, that's queslionable.

Mext was their saclg-acanamis $talus thal has negatlvely impected mheir akilily 1o take
precautive measures against COVID-18 and gel accuslomed To 1 rew'-rormal healthy
settings like guaranteeing availebilily ol sanitlzare, gloves, masks, or ba it maintgining
social dislancing in constricled spaces during the peak of viral infection. These added-
vulnerabilllles were superfluous 1o their emplayment conditlons. which gl sdversely
affaciad dys 1o pandemic 38 mosl of Iham, profess 55 3 daily wage earners as aresull of
whach they were gompellad g yge Their savings far ther suriival in hard Imes, which wera
the anly luluré assurance o ther [egal ads.

Angther challenge wat 1he conliioous soacilon to enophobic babawnor by the
local eommunlly. Az, il e evident rom the Assam’s history that Anli-foreignars rrovermeand
and Bodo movemen] inaligaled (he Inianiional poliical nerves of Assamese pgainsl
e 1llggal imrmigrants which gol furthered wilh communaltism earmarking Benpall
Muzlims, aspecially aflar the Cilifenship Amandmenl Act, 2019, This act is sakd o
revlve am gncient Indian maral code of 'ayamnijabpargveligananalaghuchetagam,
udaracharitanamiuvasudhadvakulumbhakam' signifying 1The endire world is our haree axocapl
the paople probessing [stam.

Ercessiva depandance on lvll society 2ize marked gan unraliabla ke for Ian during 1he
strenuous monlhs which was conditionally stoppad dus o iraval bans and Kckdown o
BviHdIng physical procemidy. ]
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&  Oblivicus medid coverage wes smother challengs, &5 the heallh reports gol mainsiraam
media's attention which subsided their coverage.

®  Semg constand largets of politicizalon by ditfarent potitical sesociations [ tha nationsdigt
Wings within ihe stata boundary (State Govl. of Assam) as well 25 tha national boundary
(Lbion Gow. j. Lhivy frinve been uned 2 8 opical cracture of gitustional misags [or opposition
wiich caiisad tham ta remain i the slale of vacaity during hard tmes,

Acoording 1o Ihe Mational Commisson of Women's 2020 Raport, Ihere has alap been a
fine in domeslic vidkncs cases in Indu during the kckdown, be it ssxual or phwsical abuse
gelimg worsenad by tha police apalhy 1o regisier the cases, I @ penderad cliizen is not sacurad
then II's difticult 1o Ihink ol & secured emvironmant for "Doubt volers' comprising refupea
Wwomen and thelr inabifily 1o access exisbng supporl syslems. While the govarnement has sal up
new helplines Lo extend assistance I the remolaly. bul rafuges women ara typleally teluctnt

Lo approach the govarnmantal aulhorilios due 1o theil ambiguous leged stalus and fsar of reprisal
Wilhin their Communilas.

Fuftherimiore, the tripartite govarnmental resda'of Central, Stata and District adminlstration
hes assured thal the relief packages snd supply of egsential goods reachas oul o Ihe most
necdiul by ihe application of 'helpng hand b alf. The Songohidhan Sabak (belisvers of
Conslilutlon), NDRF, SORF, NGCOs and voluntests have fotused on providing relis Io everyone
withaul any discrimination bt there hag not been any specific reports on how government |s
teckling their eniste ba it Laking any posibve staps to astend the beneits of ree COVID-1D
teating &f ethet gavarnmani-implemented ralie! schames (for providlag basic amenities) 10
refugees specifleally due to the lack of an I2emily of baing a citizen. To dala, thare have aal
baen any reporls of rsfugees being infected wiln SCVID-18 in India, Howsvar, nnee rasirictions
start to gasa. it is exsential thal necessary preventive and precautionary MeasUres are put inia
place. To achieve this, government mugl make vauables svailabla across sl rafuges camps
and setflements i india and provide free tasing al privala’public labs fwhers Lhe atas are
vlhevwisa prohibilive) bacause their wall-balng |s a3 imporant to public health as that of any
clher section of the population.

According tg Aprll 14, 2020 published report by the W5, Commission an Inlernatlonal
Raligicus Freedom {USCIRF}, Iha decizion af Indig's Supreme Souft to relax conditions T e
ralase of mdividugls detalnad a5 “foreignars” in Assam's dalenlian centers dug 1o concarns
with the spreed of COVID-19 was waleamad by USCIRF. In respanse to an applicaion submitted
by the Justice for.LIberly Inilalive, the Supreme Courl, cedarad (he release of delaivaes hald
far at lewst two years and {vwersd the personal band amounl neceseary 1o 9ecure releasa from
108,004 b 5,000 rupess, wilh | alongside olher factors | a view to decongest tha datsntian
centers. Though, in ils 2018 Apnual Reporl, USCIRF highlighted concerns (hat the
implamaniglion of Ihe Malional Regisler of Cltlzens (NRC)in Assam iz an inlantlanal affarl 1o
discriminate and'or has Ihe affact of discriminating againel Muslima, and Ihat he discratian
given to{ocal aulhstiliss in lha verification procass and in idenlifying percelved forsigners o be
exchyded from 1he (MRC) dralf list will be abussd.

vidw

In a recenl press release, tne Chiel Elaction Commissipner, Shini. Sunil Arora had statad
thiat Ine encluded votem from NRC of "T-vodars' will have (ha right In0 franchise in the upcoming
2021 State Assembly Elaclions in Assam, since Ihey have not been dained as 'Fareigners’.
Mow, thea 18,068,657 lakh peopld would now o8 entiled as tha 'Yolore” and nol tha so-cellad
T Watars” thaugh 1.08 milllon arg $idl D-voters. Than, who & t3 Bama lor thie sulnarabilties
and iclua causad 1o them T Az a consaguence ol which ballla cve clausa-H of Assam Actord
has again arrived a3 g palilcal rhatorc which manikns January 1, 195 as a cul-off dala I
prove the nationalily which i9 agedn contrary 1o the mammosh exarcige of NRC whsrs paopls
spant Re.7.838 crores for heerngs (According 1o the Artlcle of The New ndisn Exprass by
Praghanla Majumder on Aygust 27, 20108) Though, acoxding 1o ihe Assam Accord, tha cut-coif
It 1051 but March 24, 1971 which will be delected in stcordansd WHI'I 'l'hrl proviskana of
Fareignar At 1945 and the Foralgners (Tribunad} order, 1964,

Ils uniathormatble 1o concluds their viinerabillbes, as il seems nevar ending end enisnghed
In chains of polllico-idaciogical choa. The paper enda tul their sege centinues.
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STUDYING PROCESS IN THE NEW NORMAL

V. H. Amesna Mihar, Radnhlka Shaw, Suvidhl Gandhi, Anghike Fandey 2nd Nandini Rai
Samasier V', Dapartment of Political Soence

Hurnan beaifes, with thair evar-ragiliant natere adap! 1o clreumstances, particulary apunst
dire cirtunstaress. Hong in the [aat e morths, when thve world was affectad by an unprecedented
pandemic inthe form of COVID-19, aiter the hitlal [elt, mankind siaried romalizlng the bizare
gituglion piving way to ‘new aaemal'. The leaming procsss, in formal educabanal Inglitutlons

could b 3aan 38 one atea hal hes underpand significant tranghrmation o adpuat 1o he damands
ol the changed raality.

The onsiaught of the pandards rendered congregation and spaclally cangragation at
anclosed spaces unsada. The pandamic baing 8 contaginug one, mainlenance of 3 safe phyzical
distanca larmad as gacial dislancing was pancalved a5 an sfeclive ramady. The consequent
impoailion of the lockdown smidsl the nzing Ihrasis of the pandemic iremendaughy efacted Ihe
anbre learndng siruclure of tha sducational instilulions. The immediale shutting down of all
schois and cofleges has causad an indislingt disruplion in the sludants kearning process. Aa
par July ZF, 2020, 1.725 bilhon sludents bave been currenlly alecled dua IS the kockdown.

11 1x stid dificult to predicl avan after @ year when will schoolg, collage: and uriversilies
open and unclon in (ke comentional style. In order Lo kesp the slodanls molivated and
commitied fowards Iheir acagemic gaals and angaing procoss of learning, at the spme time
conkrming to lhe soclal distancing slratagies, most of the aducationel inatilutians havwe adoptad
the on-kne moda for sducatian. Many educational institulions have prograsesd with the halp of
Immediate messures and inleractive learning sessions thrasgh which studenis can keep
themealves angaged inthei angang laarnlng procass. Thera are many maobila bazad inlaraclye
laarning apps threugh which sludants and teachers can interact virlually. In Uns prasent crisis,
technebegy has pravad o ba 8 major boon for students sinca || providas a wide rangs of learning
apfofunllies through wviflual platforms. Apart Irom Iha on-line virtual claszes imparted by the
insfilutions, students also havs sagy access to o mubtiple range of on-ine study matenals,
videos and lolures. Thare am alog digital librarles and websites which provida e-books and
e-journals o which students can make begl usa of Ihe fockdown period and which helps 1
expand the horlzons of Iheir knowledge |

Shudents can dlso self axsass thamaavas Ihraugh ondine mock lesle, quizzes and sokylng
previcus yaar quaslion papers and keep a track of their academic and ntellectoal prograss,
This ean raclly halp them lo determina thelr sirengths, idenilfy and cvercoma thair weaknasses,
In the pregent silualion, news and popular media outlets have laken geod Initlalves to lrmpart
subjecl-whss lessons b0 #ach class and telecast them in thelr newa channets aspackally For lha
dsgtvantaged students wha are living tn remote areas, or who do not have access 19 Inbernal
conneclivity or sdvanced Iechegiogy.

1 Pragandly b Senedte V)

wilw

Thia new mormal in the leld of aducation hae cectalnly helped a zseclion of Lhe sludenis (o
guite an axlent, Digital lactures play & truclal roke n impaning Knowledgs o shudents. The
studenis arg abd 1o savo Irevel tinve and Uliiize it W an sHcent manner, With (ha advancement
af lechnslogy, leaming has bacama mare amenable 1o tha sludanis sulgnng rom phvysical
aimanls . Aodio-ylaual and inlsmective (earming Irough digilsl piatiorm have made learming mone
inleresting. The lkachars monitar thair sludents altandance and perormancs through various
machanisms. '

Educatian in ketkdown has baen baraficisl 10 gome whergas large number of gludents
who do not have aceass o smart phong or laptop could not derive much banefit. 24% Indians
own 3 amedt ph'un»e and only 11% of huseholds possazs any ype of computer, which could
Include deskiop compulers, [aplops, notsbooks, palmiops or tatlets, Ther is abeance of such
Banke amgnities as Blactricity and proper connectivily. Such problems are primarity Fpced by
atudenis from rural backpround. Misskon Anbrodaya, & nalornsids survey of villages conducied
by s Rinistey of Rural Devetopme In 201 7-18, showed 1ha 16% of ndia’s household eceived
one 1o sghl hours of glecircily dadly, 33% mscaisnd 812 hours of alnclr-::lrry and only 47%
racwinsed more (hen 12 hours of ebecinicliy per dery.

On-ing educetion hes is own limiaNres. O nes-L0=00e eTeciond emont croers ek Dbwar
tamchars and sludents ara very imparznt e batlar aarning experiance Worggvar, inthe coumbioy
I curs whans classroom legching hes been grdar of The day unill recamby, both shidenly and
tmachers ars st grappling wilth the digital mode of laaching-lWarning, Tachmical gitches duing
the clazs Rour disrdpl the Dow of Goth teaching and leerning, Conlinuous use of aplog and
cewvipater for long durabon give rige to nymecous hsalth probhems. Unfortunately &t bas plyo
heen sasa lhal e perceniage of boys having acoess 1o internel 3 more than the access
availgbie 10 girls. According to the report by the Inlamat and Motle Asaocmilon, in 2019, 87%
mran had access 1O the intarnat wivbe this figure was only ot 33% e women.

Treare ks & deap rooled sirochral imbalarcas babasan e rocal and urban, mahe and kamesks,
rich and poor in the digdial world. Wilh ther suisiing digital Hyide, sxpanding on-lmg 2ducatipn
will push the digital have-nols 1o the pariphary of the aducallon sysiem, thersbl incradwmireg
more mequalily b 1he fleld of education unlass Spacial cars is taken to address (he inauves

faced by the disadvantaged,
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STUDY DURING LOCKDOWN -
A NEW CHALLENGE BEGETTING CREATIVITY

Sifa Khan, Firnaz Khatoon, Syad Mauahesn Oadir, Alvi Fatima and Arjumand Bano
Samester (11!, Dapartmant of Pallical Soence

The year 2020 marked the beginning af a phase, baltied up with challengas and
uncartainiies. Peopa worldwide foumd thamaetwes aridar unimegnable circumstances. It seamed
a5 If in ona memant life was te ugyal and in the cther moment everything upside down, The
Mavel COVID-15 took ocver and 100k a toll on eyerything and evaryons. The only way o avnid
tha spread of the deadly infeclion for sveryane was Ia remaln quaraniingd in thair respegtive
homes_ For controling Ihe spraad of the disease i India, Ihe Covernman impesed mational
beckdown which prevenied individusls from wngaqing In non-aseentizal outdost aclivities,
Educational insitubons Inc were shul down. In spile of that, educetion and craative minds did
nol caase 1o flow,

'wBS & [erugh time but the mankind exhibitad the zegt 1o fight the challenging situation In
these trying times inlormation technology appeared to be Iha best alternalive 1o desl with Ihe
unfareseen silualion. Intemel connachion and aligliaf platform Eeilitaled connnuation of Wik,
sducallon and snterlalnment In this crels. Tha vidval ducation bacames the raw AT, Studyirks
Whrough vides calls_ live clgases . voica notes bacama the standard fonm through ot the warld,

The Government of Indla Initiated, "Bharat Padhe Cnline” in crder to obialn suggeations
fe improving anling learing. With the launch of the campalgn lhe Miniziry of Human Rezoures
Bevalopment(MHRD) received more than 3700 suggasticns for ihe smiliative. Naticnal Repasitony
of Open Educalion Resourcas {NRDER) b5 an axcellent Inliatve launched by the MHRD whare
one can gel gkposure to e-hibraries, a-courses and chance Lo take part in events anling and
thema-basad educatian.

- Whila the enlire world was on a standstill, the virual plalfarm Breughl paople back on
lrack Hiba by littla_ it wag indeecribable how Individuals of all ages ambraced Ihes naw siluglion.
Tachnology usags has incressed manilold limes, Leatning has not been hampened for all, [nelaad
unéxpectsdly improved with the Increased availabilty of dime.

Studenls and leachers no langss spand fima commuling far long hours. Rather thay have
the oppartunity to invest their time to enhance thew skills and abHitles. 1t enabled, studying as
wel as imparting aducation from the safaty and comfarl of homes, it fosiered Indapandent
twarning and intallactual growth and developmenL

1 Proannty In Semester 1Y
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The stheduling of enline casses kor redatively shorlar span of ime leave extra tima with
the students 10 weast in ather academic acllvilies. Apart from reguial classes, varicus iypes
of walinars, workshopg are nelping sludanls to build thair persenalilies ang slay connecled,
E-learring providas oppariunily 1o communicale via lexl _ woits or viden,

E- lzarning during leskdawn has ils own disadvarages. Thare are sl a pood PEFCHnEne
af ztudenis residing i ramate areas and manginallzed sachions who do hot own 3 smarl phong
and & han= aCcass to Inlemeal canmection. Tharsfore, connectivily with such studants became
difllcult. Canirary 1o the radilional on-campus taaching, onlna sludying requires good lime
managament. Tha communicatlan belwesn the leachers and the sudents also saems (o ba
dimimshing. The social intaraction came ta a hadl 1l is also very difficull for the leacher to keep
trach of whather Ihe sludents are kxcusing on their lectures ar ane #ngajad sisawhers, [naprte
of its disedvantages it is batier 10 canlinug with the anling mods Ul The pandemic silustion
comes under comdrol. Today W is ore of the most effectlva nchanisms b continue acegemic
exthange whils simullanecusly malntaing the norm of sociai distancing to braak tha chain of
Corgna Yirus. It has algo becems a naw paradigm for educators i which dynamle coursas of
Ing highest quality can be davelopad.

HumMans are suely bound to remgin indeabtad to the informatlon-lechnology Industry through
which peaple continie to remein connecled wilh evaryons. The scope and reach of crdine
adugation has supandad beyond Imaginalion. As Ellkol Massla gays. "W nsad i bring laaming
to people instead of people (o laming,*
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LOCKDOWN : WINGS IN THE CAGE

Angua Enam
Semester |*, Dapariment of Polltical Srience

OF e variad terma thal have become cemmonplace In the pasi ane year, Inckdown
certainly makes il to the lst. 'Lockdown' ralers (o 3 resinclive paliey for 8 group or groups of
Peopte or communities that reguire them to stey in lsolation: usually due to speclfic Heks o
themselves or to othars Thet mikght occur il unresirlicled movemant and Intsraclion |4 allowsd.

The lerm “etay-at-home” or “sheltes-in-place” |5 pften usad for laekdowna thal affect an area,
rathar lhen specific keations,

Wilh the spread of the COVID-19 pandamic acrass the globvs, moat coundries of the workd.
PArliculaty popybous countrles shearwed & sevars Wockdowr in crder ke restrict free movemeant and
theraby amasi Ihe spread of the novel Caronayires. The COHID- 1S pandsmic tesk 8 mas s tofl o
padafile's lives. The (ol number of people 3tected by Ine Coronavingg stands 1o ba 174 ol |y ‘wilh
272 mikion deaths since the inception of the pandemic: In the couwnlry in January, 2020

The Governmen! of India undsr Prime Mirster Marendra Modi ordarad a natiosnwide
lockdown far 21 days on ihe 241h of March, 2020 mikting the movermenl of the populaiion of
1.3 billich Indians as @ preventive maasure Thus, hunaan baings ary sockal animals: but the
engel of the lockdown due (o the pandemic gave birth 1o Baclal dislancing naorms thatl led fo tha

chasurg of mwost public places. $chools, colleges and various olher flrme wars shul dawn, Priple's
movamients wara limited 1o the boundaries ol their housas.

The lockdown not only alfected the persanal Ives of people but the aconomy too. Export
of merchandise items by India has declined by 17.53% due to the pandemic caused by the
Coronavirus as compared to the carresponding period In 2019; exports from Haryana shrank
by 14%, from Punjab by 8% and from the Union terrilary of Chandigarh by 6% The Lok Sabha
wasd Lol that thes valug of India's everal uports, Including merchandise and services., fram
Apail to Movernber in 2020 was recordad af #304.53 billon compared 19 $351.83 billan fram
April to November n the year 20189, hareby showing a drop of 13% duning 1he lockdowr.
Approximalely 71,31 percent of businesses deah with reduced cash fiow, The manufaciuring
secior of {he acanomy had suffered the worst dus K2 the pandemic.

Tha lockdown was entwined with jts political and humanitarian challenges including
widespraad unemployment, hunger, an unprecedentad migrant worker crisis, and widespraad
kss of access to healthcare. These crises could have been avertad or lessened with the help of
PopEr planning by the goverament

' Prapantly In Semealar ||
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#ridet gl thase hmes of unloriunats uncertainties, hope and courags &id nol cepse D
exigl, TRIS Inckdown has laughl us how o adapl 1o challenging cirmumstences and daal with the
ordeals. We have claarly pbserved the inGreased usage of technalagy and its xpansxn amang
peple of varlous ages, groups and sirEta in Ihe socety during lhe_p.anl:lEmn:_ Ngw gers are
MG more opan o tschnoogy and old vaers are using It mors aHectively and efficiently. Cigital
inclusion is evelving n our seclely; affecling education, financa and public policy the mosd,

Schogls coleges, pelvale eoaching centras, alher irgining institution s and private lulgs
have made the bge of diglal technology extansivaly ta deliver wninteruplad Isssons. ThnuFﬁ
1he usage of technology fior imparling educalion is bot 8 mew concagt, inthe changsd Scanario,
iL has penelraterd tha sociely mors deeply. Tachnalony has devalpped to provida sludenis anad
academicians with lunclignality and 3 usardrandly exparience. Students, leachars, trainee
and quardiane are ndw accepting it a3 an sssential parl of aducation; in response Lo soclal
CHALA NG ]

Feople Bra more contarnad aboul peragnal hygiens and Cleaniinass. Mot being akle W

step ot of except on #sxenoM grounds, at least in the initial days uf loekdawn, helped ug
differemtiata and prigridse betwean assanlials and non-gasantial requiremants,

Tha pacdermic hag had & posilive impact on he anvironmant as I.ha_ra iz a decrease In
polldion becauss peopla ame forced to isclate themsehms 8l horme. The rivers ang now mone
clear and the alr quality has improvad remarkakdy, YWiid asmals are abls Io rogm fm_ulr. birds
thal wara rarsly Esan or on Ihe verge ol exlinction arg incresang in numbar. The Gragd Himakayan
Rangs was clearty visibie Iraim the tosm of Jelandhar afler 10 yeuwrs.

The pandamic led 12 financial crisls and unarmpkysment in many househokds, Kany p-un!;n.
incdyling women came to Ing forafront and baak to digitat busiress. Thay cpened thelr cwn litte
anlme bakery or ahop. We also saw L upsurge in the number of bloggers and influancars on
ihve nbarmel.

Thers has Ban Soms specaiarion thed te post COVID=19 saualion will e B ezonmy
of tha country. But the lgading economists of ke couniry baliavs that [rdia can legm from
countrias 2uch ak the LIS and Singapore economies and bouncs back. We can bocome petf-
rallanl and trust our indigenous indusifies 1o grow ragldhy,

Tha COVID-13 pandarnic accompanind by e lopkdown wes exdmamaly ur_lfnnmalu. bt
i cendd not 3lop the people rom moning forwand. Thay keievd wings of Righl within this cags,
Balwving Lhat, no matter what '(he show mugt always go on.
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THE TWELFTH BELARANI DE MEMORIAL LECTURE REPORT

Muzkar Jalswal', Muskaan Gaenks” and Flrnaz Khaloon?
Semesziar [IL. Depariment of Polllical Stience

Balaram D& Memorsl Lecture |3 one af Tha most importanl academic events af [he
Department of Palitical Sctance. The Merarial Leciurg, instliuled in Ihe memary of the faunder
rmember ok the Deparmend, Late Belerani De is organized in the firat week of Seplambar By
ﬂart-nc_-.ummemurata frar birth anniversary The obysciva af the progremme iz twokid: o uphold
the values hald forth by Sme. De and Lo kindle Ihe minde of young learners with the spirit
IMinbad from departmental cultura.

Sinca Ihe inception of the prografmme in 2008, the Deparlment has bean graced wilh the
presance of serveral acadamic luminaties balonging io verious branthaes of sociar sciances with
theiringighls ranging from polifica] philosophy I8 contempovary pohlics. The erdeavar has Blways
been tg bridge tradition with moderniiy.

.On September 6 20149, marking ils cutteral Iradlion fer over a dacade. the Departiment
bkl s Twelfih Belarani Ce Mamerial Leciure The honoraty spaaker was Professor Anindya
Jyoh Majumdar, 8 greal schofar and an gluronl of Prasidancy College who obtalnad his
dlzsertation degres from the Schaal of internetional Studias, Jawaharlal Nehro Lhniverzily Mew
Delnl. whera he specialized In Disarmament Stedles. D, Majumdar is currently ihe Professorof

Imernaliznal Relations al Jadavpur Uriversity, Kotkala, He spake aboul the rends in conllict
and souperalion in South Asla.

The programme commenced with an inspirational inasgural speech by our respecied
Frincipal Or. Aditi Oa followed by tha Lightning of the Lamp' ceremany. Qur respected Principral,
Ihe honorary Spesker, Head of Ihe Depariment and other faculty mambers released our
Ceperimental Journal "Perception” (ol 10,201 8-201%). Our Guest Spaaker Dr. Anindya Jyati
Majumder dellverad a powsrfl and exceedingly relavenl leciure on "Sauth Asia : Trends m
Candlict and Cooparation".

The Ie::n.!lre helpad in brnging the impressionable minds closer o (he discipline snd
broadened their knwledges on the subject. The (sctire was lolowed by a kvely intaraclive sesssan,

i —

1 “I:IFIIM Juiswal - Sludem, Capartmand of Polilical Schance, Third Year, prazanby sbudant of kA, I
Fodical Science, S1. Xaviars Cokega {Autenomaus}, Kolkalg

: Muskan Gannks - Siudent. Dapariment of Polilical Soiance, Samasier i, prassntly In Semaster V1
Frrraaz Khioon — Stuedant, Depariment of Pallilcal Sclance, Smmesier |, greseaty in Semedter IV
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ACTIVE LEARNING DAY 2019
Zhri Shikshayatan Coliege

Priya Chakrevarity and Aaathe Vikas
Samestar [11Y, Dapartment of Feditical Science

Classronm knowledge is incomplela wathout commitiad partkclpatian of e shidants 1n
diarenl Kinds of activiies. Shrl Shiksheyatan Gollege has basn organizing 'Active Leadning
Day", an annual academse svent since 2007 where the siudents ol ach deparimanl prasan

IMair swn sdeas and abzervationg thrgugh thair partcioation in wvarlosus avants,.

In the year 2019 the event was organlzed on 22nd of August. | was camparad by Muskaar
Goenka, 8 Third Semester sludent of the Deparimant. A, sludent of Third Yaar, Shreya Mally
dellvered an inreductory speech. Prasentalion on varicus inleresting topics wers made by Tha
sludenis of the daparimenl.. v

Tha studants of Third Year made a prasantation on the e of Mahaima Gandhi as a iribute
ta rreark his 130th barin anniversary whees thay dscussed his ideoicgies and vargus movements
lad by R,

They alse anlghlened the audmnoe about the influence of Gandhian ideologigs an the
contemporary world and the influance of ke life on graat parsonalllies guch as Walson Mandeala,
tartn Luiner King Jr. and Barack Gtama,

Tha Third Semastar studanls made a prasantation om a survey conducted on the slidenly
f Shri Shikshayatan Callege about ihe political ewareness of irst fire waman voters m Ganaral

Elactons of 2019, :

Tha students al the Firsl Semesiar presanted a raview of the ilm *Aricla 15" highlighling
castw-haged discriminallen and viclenca i Ihe Indign satiely and caste-based violence
parvading Ihe contemparary Indian soclaty despits canstilutional guaraniees of suality.

The prograrmme ended wilh prize demibution carsmony followad by dekivery al Vota of
Thanks' by Suvidhl Gandhi, Samasier 1L student. Overall the programima was B prand sugcans
as &l the siudenis ppricipaled with great enthwslasm.

—aef—
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DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS 2019-20
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| Catagary Reciplent
Rall Na. Hame
1. Academic Pedformange B.A, 167 | Muskan Jarswal
(4627800 Part 1 and Part Il and
Third Year Selfaction Test |
2. Art angd Acsthetics B.A. 158 | Sakshi Tewarj
3. Anendance B.A 167 | Muskan Jziswsl
[Total Thrae Years 90.90%)
4. Creative Writing B.A 239 | Madhura Sen
5. (:u-n-!-dinatiun and Leadarship B.A. 254 | Mahek Didwania
6. Graphic Presentarion and Editing | BL.A 171 Shagufa Farook
1. Public Spaaking B.A. 284 | Shiteen Gupta
Tedal o7
S ¥
E———————— i . _etiisl)
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HIRAK RAJAR DESHE : A REVIEW

Allvie Ghosh, Sakshi Kania Ghigingn and Swasllks ChakraboHy
Semester (117, Deapariment of Polibcat Science

Satyall Kays salire againsi stale's Qppressen 15 one areg thal haz sarnad achievemenls
in parallet cineraa, He 541 cul Lo write and direcl 8 powenful film 2Qamst the swar — dete narating
pendiicn of state Admnistralion and public welfare in thetountry, *Oa jolo bashi pore, tooo
beshi jane, foln kom mane” { The more Ikey learn, tha mare they know. 1he bags they sbay}. This
i5 ane of tha many dialogues in Re ko rather manbias installed in the Jantarmanlar (a machine
invented for purppaes of braimwashirg ) to brafnwash the citizens, And this dialogua is mean)
for the studenta, for the farmers there @ a diffaren! mantra, "Bhar pel nao kKhayi, 1aj kix decya
chayi™ (Even if wau slarve, 1axes must ba paidh. For the teacher il was “Lekha pira kore |e
onahara more 58" {The one who gets education. diet of starvaiicn)y: Thase wara nol e
rhtaric on the silar scraan bul metaphors of Ine rea lity. Precréaly, the reel gets iranaformed 1o
real undér tha crafismanship af the masgire Hera Udayan Pandit {Soumniles Chattarjae], the
lecal echaaltescher. is the symhgl of rebel, thal is why perhaps his dielogues de ngt rhyme ke
Lhe alhers, and The King symbolises the rule of despotism. Bul why has Lhis film earned such a
Puge kams ? Whal ara the reasons, whickh keep the youln of tngay ¢hanl slogans comprising of
S0ngs of this ilm during student protest T Why i9 e film stll o rancwned 7

Hirak Rajar Desha (English Transtation — The Kingdom of Quamonds) was diracied by
Satyajit Ray and produced by Geearnmant of Wael Bengal. Soumendy Koy who has (hree
Mational awards for Bost Cawnematography and gna for Best Non-Feature Film Cremadoga phey
exeguted 1he cinematography. Oulal Dulla who was wall known as "Ray's Editor with the magic
boueh” edited Lhe movie. The film wanl on e become one of the bigges! commerclal SucCesses
af Bengad cingmad, Sy Lhe year of it3 refeasa ie. an 19 December 1934). Hirak Rapar Dashy
achieved three awards a1 e 2&ih Nahonat Fim Awards, whech were Natipnal Fim Award for
Best Feature Film in Bengal. Natonat Fitm Sward for Bact Male Flayback singer for “Aha ki
aanonda’ by Anup Ghoska and Bast Musls Director went ta tha maesir Satyajil Rey for creating
a8 mood gf fanfasy in & pleasing and harmonising slyla. In 1284, Setyajit Ray was ewardad at
Lthe Cyprus Internatignal Fitm Feativat Special Award for this stunming work, This d-decada-okd
dyslopian fanlasy scigncg fgtion i has an IMDB rating of 8.9/10 and iz gffen yeed a8 23
rraiaptior fer prevailing politics. :

It Film. the now crown princes o Halla and Shundi, Goopy | Tapan Chatterjes) and
Bagha {Rati Ghosh] are invied 10 he courl of Mirak Raja. Al the scanes are st in ryral
Bangal which gves the audiencs ghmpsas af tha village lite. We are then taken 1o the oourt of
Hirak Raja (Lilgal Dutly, where Rajars bewilderad by the mysfical power of singing of the duo

' Presently In Samastar 1V
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LlilllEF.ihE}f get an insight of tha twanny prevailing in the courl. The Pandpra's Box is opanad
wide in front of thean by 1he soul enemy of the King. Lidayan Pandit. As they gat to Krowe the
Irdachary, they slart slsallng diamands 1o bribe tha royal guards in golng egainst Ihair King.

Thi King then with his unproductive minksters tlosas the schaol whera Udayan Pandlt
usad to leach and buenns his hame inle ashas. Meanwhila, Goapy and Bagha entartain tha King
masquerading as Ioyal guests to him. Hivak Rajyo (the Kingdom of Hirak) is petrifiso wilh their
niler bul lacks the courage Io voloe their opinkan. The citizens who are unable [ pay the axeg
dua to poverty are captured and chewged of treason and made fo wirk in the coalminas 1o
eodract dlamonds under severe chcumstances with meagre wages. As Goopy Bagha visits this
mine along wilh King they are surprisad (o find out that Udayan Pandit has alzo bash 3 victire of

Ihe 5ame lortura but he menBgss to send tham 3 secrel Message. Goopy-Bagha plans
malicutausky to cvarthieny the malaise administretion.

On the clher side the King captures his fellow citizens and puts them in the tublays
Jantarmanlér, imvented by hiz scisntisd (Sanlogh Dutta). In hare the vicllms are made 1o utter
the maniras a8 are told ta them In the Janiarmentar, And Ihe dialogues are matched with rhyrriing
eloquance. As the raal rodls, the songs malch up the mead of wary scene sang by Anup Ghoghel,

And W Ihis 9ery machine dul the King ceplure Udayan Pandil and his students and
caincidentally, Goopy and Bagha myelifies the place and puts the King ivto his own Jantarmantar.
They then procead lowerds the village flald ia vandalize Ihe slalua of the Kirg by pulling tha
o fied ba [ and pulled by an unprecedsntad padicipakion of the eRcw ciizens, To thew SUpriSe,
the King 2long wllh hiz minlsters participaims In vandalising his own slaiue by recrting "Deri

dhore maro taan. raja hoke khan khan™ {Full the mpe tied 1o 1he slalue with all your slienpth to
bring i1 dowr).

A8 7The End” alldes in, he sudience is lel with a cluster of thoughts and argumeanis. But
I the and |he varied raactions unify 1o ane polnt ihat the film, even [ 4 decades ald, the flim is
exiremiety relevant Gl date and camies 2 sirong messans ta dafy fallacious PrOMmites, bo Irrospact
deap inlo what we are subjacisd 19 and have 3l sars lawerds competant leadarahip, Thaz il
does not only primarily aderass the children bul algs invobves thought provoking ideals far (he
dudienca ol |prge. Jt is by lar one of the bast pabtical salires agalnst slate oppression that the
Indian fllm indusiry has ever produced. Ray highlights several imporian issues in the flm— tha
Uragic 'creation” of tamrorisls, the danger of state- sponsared sclanlific advancemenis, the angat
and frystration ¢f talenlad people In tha regime af tyrants, and the impartancs of educatiog and
snlightenmentL It s the Ngh betwesn Intafilarian admlmstrative systarn and debllitated commaon
rnarn. And &5 wa calabrale 100ih Birth Annrve rsary of Salyallt Ray we cherigh hiz works partrayed
ont the celluloid and admice him a3 a bue devsles of art '

w30

A MOVIE REVIEW ON : SEVEN YEARS IN TIBET

Mamrata Khound and Clivia Roy
Samesler v, Departmant of Polilkeal Scieoce

Jean-Jacgees Andaud's “Seyen Yeacs in Tioel® is based o 8 ros stary, eboul @ man
ramwad Helnrlch Hemer, who was an Auslirian maunanear. The movia is atoptad from a book
"Savan Yaars In Tibel : My Life Bafore, Durtng and At 1t is an avtobiographicat el book
writhan by Ausinian mounialness Henrch Hamer. This sesthaically pleasing Nim is basad on
g real Hfa exparkancas in Tibet belwasn 1244 10 1951, -

Brad Pilt sfars in the soanmy adventure a8 Heinrch Harmar. The movls is aoul two
chargoiers ang bagins with a desplay of arregance at the raot ol man's Inoutles. Hames 15 shown
A% an sgoceniric man whoge Ihirel for farme beads kil 0o abandon his regnant wite in ordar K
join an axpadibon Jn 1938, to dimb 'Hanga Parbal’ - one of the highest mouniain paaks of the
Himalgyss. Tha Second Warkd War that breaks oulin Europa than imerrupts fum and his climbing
paringr named Faler Aufschmaiter. The two weelamars, who wera [k& an enemy alien in &
Hritish codomy. are tgken as Prisonars of War Lo the Brilish Inlernment Carmp in Inda,

The movie tekeg & Ioll whan thay both #scape and Iravel dver the Himalayas. Thay made
their way inta Tibel, contending with Iraacharuus terrain, frosihite, hunger and an [ e iy
ageinst foraigners. Foally, they reached Lhage — lhe hollast chy of Tibet. It is considared &
Iortsdden place for foraignees. This [$ whers Hainrich meels the 14th Dalai Lama iwho was then
a il SEI a boy, tantalized by a kile knowledge of westem cultura and sagar for @ teachar
whio will #xpand hls horlzons, Heinrich beconves his tutor and his fiend: he fiods fultiment, love
and meaning In a friendship wiih the young Delat Lama. He lgaches him sbout the warld culskde
ang offars 8 pattad educalion in VWesiarn sy and culiurs. The movie does embellish somewhat
the inttensity of the Austrian's relatanzhlp with the Tibelans.

Aftar Ihe miover was releasad . news revaaled by a German magaring had said lhet Hamer
had been & sargeant in Hitker's Farty. Although Harrer certainly lamenied the Chirmss takeover
o Tibet, frig previously held bellels |5 harder o 33certan. Ha issusd & slatemen that raad o
parts - "my persong political phitosophy g oul of my lIf@ in Tiked... and (i) places great
amphegis on human life and dignity...." The renowned explofer Meinrlch Hamrer is @ oore
inlaratting figure than tha movie characler, The cologenarian Mr. Harmr has devoted a llifslme
to explot much mora gruelling than those gaan in lhe movie. The Calai Lama also wriles i s
autehicgraphy, "Fraadam in Exee", that Harrer had 3 wonoarul sensé of humour and that as he
bagan & kriaw him Better, ha batama fortnright and groatly valuss (s quality of hilm,

Heinrich's seven-year idyll ands abrupily when Ine Chinass imaded Tibet in 1950 and
forces the Tibelans Lo sign an agreemenl surfendaing lhair spvaraignty. The Alfmunderstandably
gimplilies wwents by aving out inalances like unhseded plss for halp made by Tibet jo India
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for seeking asylum, But overall, the movie |s falrly accurale. The movie also showcasas (e
startling act of cowardics by Ngabo Mgawang Jigme, & Tibatan minister in charge of defending
the town of Chamdo - who Aot only 2bandoned lis pegple byt alsa ordered (he dastruction of
ammunition supplies bafore he loft. i

Moraovar, the film's forashadewing of Chingze atrogilias reflects Ihe nistarice! lacts all 1pg
wek. Il highlights tha hisiary whast Tibel fa enguifed and 1ormented afer pas Tse Tung's
prenouncemen thal Tibet is a Chiness province. Hermer feets ihe deep pain of the Diadai Lama as
(heaa peacaid people who e vilznoe as thelr pringipe are killed and their MONASErS, cilpes
e daslroved. Ha describes Tt ag "y FErCE Joving nakion vairdy altemphing 1o creale a milllany™,

. Tewards the end of the glory. Ihe agolistical mauniain tlimber who retiine home is row g
gentier amd more £engillve man — tamparad by his conlac! with Tibetan Buddhism, He misses
hig vk and lonps to knaw his &on who he has never seen. Ha Frops a music box — g g:ft fromn
the Dalal Lama = in hig sov's bedraam, They latsr band and in faci also goas climbing, The Mazi
fag of the opaning sceng has bacome a Tibelan ons, which they place o0 the summit,

However, 1he embarassing omission commitied by e movea is (Rt it fEiled L mention the
fact that Harmer had hean 5 sargeant in Hitlar's 55, as reported by the German magazine Ster,
which surprited the cam and cregw, Brad Pif] said In 2 prass canfarancs Ihat when we talk aboyl
Naz|' saveral cannotallans ik cOncentration camps amarge, whizh shauld rol be the GAdE as
Harrier as an athlels had spani the entire war in THist Criracior fean-Jacques Annaud had mada
subsequanl changes, For instance, we find in the teginning of tha flle Ihat Harrier lgaves Auzlria
with an expedition parly for the Nanga Parbat, where a journalisl acknowledges Harrier as "a
distinguished member af the Mational sSocialist Party,” in the yvear af 1339 whits someane alce

. hands him the Nagi flag tor be placed at the fop of the peak,

The end of the movis wilnasses how Fitrs Harer baholds the folalitarian Chinass lakeovar
of Tibwal, whizh apparantly makes hirm "shuddar” to secall that it hed not bean lpng anough that he
hed Defigved in tha same idaals. ARhOugh Harrer regratied the Clinesa lakeowvar, bt whether he
renounced his pwn original balkals ar ok, i$ EomEwhat unolaar. Only afler the Stern arice, Hamar
had claimead that it is his ife in Tibet that geve Birth Fo his perscnal polliical Phricaophy . fa same
1hal hie aszerts 10 have o bim condamn the homis Naz| tximes. As far as lhe movia is COMCEME,
it was quits sasy for the filmmakers b incarporate Iha revelation by tha Starn as Hatrar had been
portrayed as an Unappealing egotist, So eaniually, e mavle became an putlat of Harers extant
of fransformation. For aoma peopls thay balieve, Seven Years in Tibet 45 be mare of a parsonal
epic than a historical drama, as it fecuges on how Tibet changed a E uropean's philpsophical
CANGIFLCL 1tis an ambitiously beautiful movie yot il makes the eame mistake of fcusing on tha
protaganlst's adverturas and exphkoralions lhan intensifylng their discoveries,

Qverall, tha movie is historcal gng aducational, It reflacts aboulhow g lreg Foergaten lang
(Tibet) was captured and disrupted. This film I a greal walch for all those who want to know
about the Tibetans history and culture. It covers many cultural aspecis with tha reglon - from
attire, to prayer and cersmonies. This glves the viewers a context Inio some of whal makes
Tibet such an wnigques and en inleresting place. Thus, wa highly recommeand this mavie 1o 2l

. who are interesilad in laarning atoul Tibet's rocent hislary and its colture In ar arlislic satling. m
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REVIEW OF WEB SERIES - UNORTHODOX :
THE SCANDALOUS REJECTION OF MY HASIDIC ROOTS

Alivig Ghesh, Sakahi Kanla Ghisng and Swasika Chakraborty
Semested 117, Depariment of Palitical Scisnce

Unorthodos I8 8 Netflix mini-saries loosely based ontha 2017 memeir by Detoah Feldman. It
Is & German-American drama. The show has the languags swilching from English to Yiddish to
German. Unesthodos hes baah writlen by Anna Winger and Algxg Karolinski wha is akso the producer
of the show. Tha dirsctor, Weria Scheadar has bean Wuthil and Sulhentic in e poclrayval of the
“Satmar lewish community.” The geties has bean filmed in Mew York, US4, and Barlin, Germany.

This saras in four parts is 8 atunning shory of Esther Shapire's escapea from um overbearing
and eppressive fa of Brooklyn, New York inte a secular warld, Aclor Shira Hass in (he lead (as
Esthar) is unerly mesmerizing Ami Rahav a8 Esther's hushand { Yanky Shapiro) looks visually
Impressing 83 3 Hasidic Jewsh man.

Tha Ukra-Orthodex Sammar Jawish commisnity amerged aftar Waorld War li, to-replanish
tha six milllon Jews losl in Ihe Balocaust. The comrrunity febavad and propagatsed tu thg Tt
gencrallons thal the only way 1a save the Jawich nation was 1o Iivg apart rm;n society, Hance,
the community lived self-imposed isuation and baliswad thal any Bagirmilaton with 1he Eurcpaansg
would be punishad by annihilation, :

The Hasldic Judaism is a prachce that establishes control in ways such as they have a
fixed coele of dress; the rman are supposed to only read the Torah (religious scripture) and hEnrg
sdde curks; a woman's primary job « (o have bebies snd make her husband e &l like a King",
Thay remein complately align 1o any form of moderm technolegy and are not allowsd (o recelve
any farmal educalion,

The show is based on @ rue story. It sengitively and authenlicaly deals with nol orly e
Ultra-Religious Hasidic community but also introduces he audience 10 how The qurl.rlh'-:urs of the
1842 holocaust palnfully lved with the horors & consequences af it. Tha som munity |s axiremely
closgd-knit a5 the history of Hakecsust 2HIl hagnis Ihem. For & parsen of palitical inlerest, this
ehow is 8 necessary waich as it deals with several saig-political A5 pagls.

e

The wrttars and direclor have made strabagic use of anslepsis (4 literary device ina naraiive
In which a pesd event i3 narrated ar a pent later than its chronalegical sequence). Like, In the
first episode, when Eaty (shorl for Esther] rémoves haer wig to swim in !he lake, the audience Is
aken back 1o the point when after hat marrisae, sha has her hair shaved lo signal the
surrcuntdings that she is marred and complles with the netions of propriaty. This scene is
Jocornpanied by 4 moving inslrumentet Irack, which symbokzas thal Esty [by reamoving har
wigh now rajecls her "Ullra-Or thodos Hasldic roots. -
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Tha radlbens and customs of tha Hasidie communily have its roots connected Lo patriarchy
where evan in an orthodos communiy, women face the worse of it. TRy heave v hodiy aultnamy
and thair only job is 1o produce children and re-puild the community. Henge, Esly's inabiuty 1o
Rroduos @ taby demimnatas har life and t2iNts her chameber 3o 5 wWoman, Muratvwer, ghe Bacomes
a viclim ol mediClous gosEip among e m-laws. A year [ater whan Eety finda thal she |5 pregnant,
ghe plans hat escape with the kalp of her mMusic lBachaer fo Bedin, Germany, which is ironjg, The
facl that she escaped 1o Garmany comes as a shock 10 her family This is followed by a kamily
rriseilireg with the “Fabbi'{reliqows and apirilual haad of the LOMMUnity) Bnd Wy decda 12 bring
Esty fhiack bul not for her cwn sake but pacause they had a senze of enbillament towards Ihe chikd .

Even In the presenl-day, the atrugqgle 1o achieve badily aulonomy persists, Faminism
continues to be 3 subjeci of debale and aquslity belvreen men and women is 5 Hopian dream
tew many ferminisls. Exty, the pralagonial, hag bean baugh! up by the betiel Ihal ‘maniage and
making A family' are inharenlly importanl rates B & wornan. Afler Wis. she enlers mia a
dysfunctional marriage at the age of 17 and finds herself Hrugling 1o comgly wilh the rigid
traditions. It would be hypocritical to say that only Hasldic women live 1 guch lightly dafinad
spheres. I we are lo uncover the parallals betwean Metflin's Unarinodox and the wornkd of HIZ20,
wa will realza that Ihe siruggle i= the sams, only the wlces against are slronger and now in
numbars. Esly's stary is vompeling because she was ke fest wilhin her commuynliy b break
e shackles Il is a stery of hope, Iregdom, and indomitatle fighting =pint in an ocean of
Bpprehsnsion. doubl, and pain.

M wa draw & parallel between the livas of women during thal hma and in 2021, tha major
difference wauld be That women of Ioday Bre mara empowersd and they reiogaize thear role &
ambition bayond household chores and making a family. They have smbraced their anlily. In
ah ara wivare the maka members of ha Hagidle Lommunity were the heads and seaniar female
members ermsured that thosa velues ware Implamented Esly's escaps symbaoligas bravery,
heraism and dalerrmination.

The final nail in the colm is when Yanky, Esly’s husband, uraware of hey pregnansy asks
her for a divorce. Divorce in the communily wae very Fare 45 wWomern accaflad everything as a
commandment of Ged. As of teday, divorces are nol uncommcn because women have realizes
their worth and are capable of previding for Themselves. Esly’e escape might have bean a
reballicn withla her communily Lol in hindsight, she is way 3head of her hme Sha fnds har
Passan in music snd applies for & Music scholarshp at an academy in Berlin 3he uncovers
the ways of a modern and secular life with glaa in her eyag.

Thefe it a conslant lension between salf-axpresson and he arfhodox baliefa internaksad
in hen, Her fake i both a tragedy and a ifumph. The mini-sarias has received Emriy nominethons
eight Limes. Il has been well recewved by hoth tha audience and film crtiques The seres (Hoyvies
& window info a world not many af us know abweut or can fatham aboul. Unorihodos is ang such
harrsing Lals of reprasslon and salf-discovary thraugh the eyes of 5 woman who “scandaloushy™
rajmcts her Hasidie roolg.
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